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F.rufa, F. polyctena, F. nigricans and Raptoformica sanguinea have their
main centre of distribution below elevations of 1000 m, dominating in the
plains, hills and lower and middle “montane” zone. F. lugubris, F. aquilo-
nia, I'. truncorum and Coptoformica exsecta dominate in the upper — “mon-
tane” —and in the subalpine zone; 1. ¢. they occur mostly at elevations above
1000 m.

The ant fauna of the primeval forest relic “Rotwald” is characterized by
the absolute dominance of F. aguilonia. In this forest, species of the Servi-
formica-group are rare as are the other ant species.

Two thirds of the nests of F. rufa and F. lugubris were found under more
open conditions (clear cuttings, forest edges etc.), and only one third of the
nests were found within the stands. F. polyctena and F. aquilonia showed
just the reverse behaviour.

Chapter five deals with the ccology of the respective forest ants, and their
economic importance in the different forest types.

Finally the role of forest ants in forest sanitation is briefly discussed.
Compared with the mountains of middle Germany the forests of the Austrian
Alps are much more densily populated by useful forest ants, except for beech
forests, which in both areas are rarely inhabited.

In the Austrian Alps the artificial propagation of useful forest ants ap-
pears to be recommendable only for man-made coniferous forests of the pre-
alpine region,
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