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However, judging from the presence of this species in forest edges and even in open lands in Tam
Dao, N. Vietnam, a habitat shift appears to have occurred in peripheral populations of this wide-
ranging species. Yamane (2001, pers. com.) found similar cases for the "Tam Dao population" of
widespread Aenictus dentatus Forel, and possibly for Recurvidris sp. of which the supposed closest
relative, R. browni Bolton, is thought to be endemic to lowland rainforests in Borneo.

34. Pheidole planidorsum sp. nov. (Fig. 35)

Holotype Major, colony: Eg96-BOR-090, near Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, E. Malaysia, K. Eguchi leg., 1996,

deposited in UMS.
Paratypes 2 majors, 34 minors and 1 queen from the same colony with the holotype, deposited in BMNH

and UMS.

Major  Measurements and indices (n=6): TL 2.3 mm, HL 0.85-0.86 mm, HW 0.76 mm, SL 0.40
mm, FL 0.53-0.55 mm, CI 88-90, SI 52-53, FI 70-73. Head broadest at about 3/5 distance of head (as
measured from the mid-point of a transverse line spanning the anteriormost and posteriormost
projecting points, respectively (cf. Fig. 2A)) (Fig. 35A), in profile slightly impressed on vertex (Fig.
35B). Hypostoma bearing three median processes (medianmost one poorly developed) (Fig. 35C).
Clypeus without a median longitudinal carina, with anterior margin very weakly concave medially.
Eye situated just behind 1/3 distance of head; distance between mandibular insertion and anterior
margin of eye 1.4-1.5 times as long as maximal diameter of eye. Frontal carina weak, extending
backward to about 2/3 distance of head. Antennal scrobe inconspicuous, running along frontal carina.
Antenna with 3-segmented club; scape extending backward to 3/5 distance of head; terminal segment
ca. 1.2 times as long as preceding two segments together. Masticatory margin of mandible with apical
and preapical teeth, and a denticle in front of basal angle. Promesonotum forming a high dome,
without a distinct prominence on its posterior declivity (Fig. 35D); each dorsolateral portion of the
dome produced outward. Mesopleuron with a weak transverse impression. Propodeal spine elongate-
triangular, 2-2.5 times as long as diameter of propodeal spiracle. Petiole 1.6-1.7 times as long as
postpetiole (excluding helcium); petiolar node in posterior view weakly emarginate at apex.
Postpetiole ca. 1.5 times as broad as petiolar node.

Frons and gena longitudinally rugose; dorsal and dorsolateral faces of occipital lobe reticulate;
dorsum of promesonotal dome smooth and shining with several transverse rugulae; lateral face of
promesonotal dome smooth and shining; upper part of mesopleuron and lateral face of propodeum
punctured weakly and dull; lower part of mesopleuron sometimes partly smooth and shining; lateral
faces of petiolar pedicel and postpetiole very weakly punctured; dorsa of petiole and postpetiole, and
gaster smooth and shining. Outer face of mandible sparsely covered with appressed to decumbent
hairs, which are 0.02-0.04 mm in length and shorter than distance between piligerous punctures. Body
yellowish-brown; flagella and tarsi light yellowish-brown.

Minor  Measurements and indices (n=5): TL 1.3-1.4 mm, HL 0.44-0.45 mm, HW 0.40-0.41 mm,
SL 0.38 mm, AL 0.56-0.58 mm, FL 0.38-0.40 mm, CI 89-92, SI 92-95, FI 95-98. Head in full-face
view almost flat posteriorly (Fig. 35E); occipital carina almost absent dorsally on head. Clypeus
without a median longitudinal carina, with anterior margin in full-face view slightly convex medially.
Eye situated just in front of midlength of head; distance between mandibular insertion and anterior
margin of eye almost as long as maximal diameter of eye. Frontal carina rarely present as an



