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A Systematic Study on the Ant Genus
Ponera Latreille (HymenOptera. i
Formncndae) of Chma
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Abstract: Elght specuas of the ant genus Ponem Latredle are recordqd in Chma, amqng fer iy
them 5 new species are dxscovercd and described from Xlshuangbanna Natpure Reserve of .
Yunnan Province: P. sinehsis Wheeler dxstrlbuteﬂ in Hong Kon&; P. alisana Terayama ’

and P, cthonenszs Terayama disttibuted' in Taiwan Province; P *pentodlontoss sp,.
nov.;y P..menglana, sp.. 4oV ‘P.-nangongshand, 8p.. nov. s. Pi , longling’y sp..-N0av. s

and P, baka, sp. nov, d;stnbuted in Yunnax;} Province, A key based on worker caste is.
prov1ded for'the 8 speciés. The type specxmens are deposn:ed in the Insect Collectlon,

" Southwest Forestry College’, Kuhining, Yunnan, China, o "
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" The ant: genus POnera Latréille-is dlstnbuted in ‘Holaretic, Orlental, Indo-Austra’han
and Australasian regions, ‘Accordiig to Bolton (1995), 37 valid' species of the gentls were
recorded in.the world. Twenty-seven species were known in'East Asia and Southeast Asia.
Taylor (1967) hada monographlc revision of the genus, 28 11v1ng and 1 extihct spec1es Were
treated. =l ‘ # Rt tE

‘Wheeler- (1928) flrstly descrlbed 2 species of Po’nera in'China: P. sinensis’ from Hong
Kong and P. excoecata from Taipo, bit. the: latter was moved to Hypoponera Santschi-by

-Ogata in 1987. Terayama (1986) recorded 2 species: of Ponera from Taiwan Provincey i. ‘e,
. P. .alisana and . P. chiponensis. Xu et al. (1998). reported the distribution. of B: sinensis in
Yunnan Province, But the species, identified by, Xu, et al, “as P., sinensis by mistake, should

be a new species, i, e..P. menglanas sp. nov.., In; this-study, 5 new specigs are discovered
and described. from Xishuangbanna Nature Reserve of Yunnan Pxovmce Up ito date, 8
Species. of the genus are known in China, | ...

Standard measurements and indices are as defmed,by Taylor (1967) " TL Total length y

HL- Head length HW-Head width, CI- Cephallc mdex HWX 100/ HL SL Scape length,
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