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Lasius austriacus sp.n., a Central European Ant Related to
the Invasive Species Lasius neglectus
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ABSTRACT

Lasius austriacus sp.n., a xerothermophilic ant with mainly subter-
ranean life habits, is described. The new speciesisrelated to the pest ant
L. neglectus Van Loon, Boomsma & Andrasfalvy 1990 and L. turcicus
Santschi 1921. L. austriacus was found to be associated with the grass
mealybug Euripersia europaea Newstead 1897. The presently known
distribution range is restricted to Austria (three populations) and the
Czech Republic (one population), the Czech population so far had
erroneously been referred to as the only known L. neglectus population
in a natural habitat in Europe. L. austriacus offers an opportunity to
elucidate the evolution of the notorious pest species L. neglectus.
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INTRODUCTION

The Palaearctic brunneus group of the subgenus Lasius s.str. pres-
ently contains L. brunneus (Latreille 1798), L. himalayanus Forel 1917,
L. lasoides (Emery 1869), L. neglectus Van Loon, Boomsma & Andrasfalvy
1990 and L. turcicus Santschi 1921. L. neglectus has gained a doubtful
reputation. The species probably originates from Asia Minor and has
every characteristic of a tramp species (Passera 1994); it is currently
spreading all over Europe (Seifert 2000). Its potential impact on the
native ant fauna is comparable to that of Linepithema humile (Mayr
1868) (Espadaler & Rey 2001, ¢f. Giraud et al. 2002). The need to remedy
this situation has made L. neglectus the object of intense investigations
with respect to phylogeny, ecology, biology and social organization. L.
austriacus sp.n. is related to L. neglectus and offers an opportunity to
elucidate the evolution of the notorious pest species.
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