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group has support, its status as a clade is dubious, with no clear apomorphy. Some

characters not considered in the matrix lend support to sister relations among two of

these species, such as the bicolored antennal tips in G. albiclava and G. lucida. The

globular eyes, elongate antenna, slender habitus, distinct anepisternum, and shape of

the clypeal lamella suggest G. solomonensis and G. preciosa are more related to each

other than to G. aterrima. Even though the eyes in the first two species are

subglobulose, the ommatidia are relatively large in comparison to the eye diameter,

especially in G. solomonensis. This suggests the subglobular shape is actually derived

from reduced eyes, compensating the diminished number of ommatidia by

enlargement of the remaining facets, making the character state for these two species

synapomorphic and not primitive [6]. Of the two species, G. solomonensis retains the

greatest number of plesiomorphies, such as the presence of a metanotal groove, a

convex mesonotum, and the mesopleural suture meeting the mesometapleural suture

at a rough right angle, the sutures not as deeply impressed as in other species of the

albiclava group. Other species of the albiclava group have moderately reduced eyes

and a more compact mesosoma that closely resembles the epinotalis group aspect.

Totally smooth body sculpturing is unknown for any Gnamptogenys, but the

Solomon Island endemics G. crenata, G. lucida, and G. albiclava come close.

A sister relationship between the epinotalis group and the New World species G.

relicta is strongly supported by the angle formed between the cephalic dorsum and

vertex [1:2], reduced eyes [5:1], angular margin between the lateral and declivious

propodeal faces [37:1], and subpetiolar process shape [48:1]. They also share densely

punctulate scapes [10:1], although the same character state is found in G. striatula.

Although species of the taivanensis group tend to have reduced eyes, the eyes are


