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lateral margins of the frontal lobes tending to be straight and parallel to each other;

(2) the promesonotum with a smooth longitudinal median area; (3) the propodeal

declivity with a parallel-sided raised area; and (4) the metacoxal tooth usually bent

close to its base. G. menadensis generally has fewer foveolae on the postpetiole, and

they are shallower and smaller in diameter than in G. bicolor. The sides of the fourth

abdominal tergite in G. menadensis tend to be smoother with less-developed punctae.

The hairs on the mesosomal dorsum of G. menadensis are very short, rarely

protruding above the foveolae from which they originate. Queens have never been

described for G. bicolor, notwithstanding its abundance in some areas and the

copious amount of material in museums. In the closely related species G.

menadensis, most reproduction is through gamergates (Gobin, Peeters, and Billen

1998a), so it seems reasonable to expect a similar situation for G. bicolor.

Xu and Zhang (1996) described G. bannana from a series of workers taken in

southern China. They describe it as very close to G. bicolor but differing in the

development of the occipital lobe, gauge of the foveolate sculpture, and coloration.

The color scheme of G. bannana can be found in G. bicolor, and the development of

the occipital lobe also fits G. bicolor. The metrics for their type series mostly overlap

those of G. bicolor specimens found in southern China. The ants were examined in

1997 by the myrmecologist Zhou Shanyi, and he could not find any difference

between G. bannana and G. bicolor. So although the types were not personally seen

in the course of this revision, it seems relatively safe to recognize G. bannana as a

junior synonym of G. bicolor.

Most habitat labels indicate mesic, forested habitats, especially rotten wood, as

the favorite haunt of this species. One worker was recovered from the stomach of the


