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slightly sinuate sides; sometimes one side is straight and the other is slightly concave

in the same specimen. The clypeal lamella is evenly convex in specimens from

Sulawesi and the Philippines. In frontal view the posterolateral cephalic corners can

have the occipital lamella forming a small denticulate point. This feature depends on

the degree of development of the lamella, which varies geographically, and on how

frontal the view of the head is. Specimens from Luzon Island have smaller and more

dispersed cephalic foveolae, with finer strigulae on the clypeus; the anterior pronotal

margin lacks transverse strigulae, and the mesosomal sides tend to be smooth.

Specimens from the Malay Peninsula have denser foveolae on the head with

longitudinal low strigulae and patches of striae along the posterior edges of the

foveolae.

Brown (1954b) included G. laevior in his treatise of the coxalis group of

Stictoponera in which the only information provided was the characterization of G.

laevior as a “small, slender shining species” and the justification of the synonymy of

G. avia based on its being a teneral specimen. The specimen of G. avia he examined

was apparently not the type but a worker from Poendjak, Java, identified by Forel. In

his 1958 revision he did not see a type of G. laevior but based his concept of the

species from “satisfactory evidence.” This also explains why Brown (1958) made no

reference to G. laevior when comparing features of G. kalabit with other

Gnamptogenys in his description of G. kalabit. An examination of the G. kalabit

holotype as well as other specimens from the same nest series did not reveal any

clear-cut difference from G. laevior. In his description of G. avia Forel (1912a)

described two males that he assigns to this species even though they were not


