
metasoma with scattered erect setae. Gula with a pair
of short setae. Body and appendages, including gula,
the entire mesopleuron, and abdominal tergites, cov-
ered in dense pubescence.

Body and appendages concolorous, most commonly
a medium reddish or yellowish brown but ranging in
some populations from testaceous to dark brown,
never yellow or piceous. Integument shagreened and
lightly shining.
Worker Geographic Variation. Specimens from in-

troduced populations outside of South America tend
to fall toward the upper range of size variation in
nearly all measurements, although there is consider-
able variation both in the native and the introduced
ranges. The holotype worker from Buenos Aires is
among the largest ants from either range. Some Par-
aguayanpopulations,particularly those farther than10
km from the Paraguay River, have a slightly smaller
eye size (�95 ommatidia) and tend to be smaller than
ants in the southern Paraná drainage and along the
major riverways. In general, Paraguayan specimens
vary more in color than specimens from elsewhere,
from testaceous to dark brown. The diagnostically
sparse pilosity is generally consistent across all spec-
imens, but several workers from Campana, Buenos
Aires, have small erect setae on abdominal tergite 4
(�gastric tergite 2). These Campana workers other-
wise fall within the range of variation forL.humile,and
males from the same series clearly belong toL. humile.
QueenMeasurements. (n� 13) HL 0.83Ð0.92, HW

0.83Ð0.93, SL 0.81Ð0.89, WGL 4.42Ð4.51, WL 1.67Ð
2.09, FL 0.78Ð0.90, LHT 0.88Ð0.97, ES 7.3Ð9.4, SI 96Ð
102, CI 93Ð101.
Queen Diagnosis. A robust species, difÞcult to dis-

tinguish from queens of relatedLinepithema,with long
antennal scapes and large eyes. Head in full face view
normally somewhat longer than broad (CI 93Ð101),
lateral margins convex and broadly curved into the
posterior margin. Posterior margin of head straight to
slightly concave, never deeply or conspicuously con-
cave. Eyes large (ES 7.3Ð9.4). Antennal scapes long (SI
96Ð102) and nearly equal to head length.

Entire body covered in a dense pubescence, a bit
thicker and longer than that of the worker. Pilosity is
also more developed than in the worker, with 2Ð11
(mean � 6) erect setae on the mesoscutum, 1Ð7
(mean � 4) erect setae on the scutellum, and 1Ð10
(mean � 3) erect setae on abdominal tergite 3, in-
cluding the posterior row. Color as for the worker.
Queen Geographic Variation. Alate queens are

much more common in collections from the native
range than in collections from outside of South Amer-
ica. This observation is unlikely to be a sampling ar-
tifact given how heavily the introduced populations
are represented in collections.
Male Measurements. (n � 25) HL 0.56Ð0.71, HW

0.56Ð0.74, SL 0.13Ð0.16, MML 1.40Ð1.96, MMW 0.76Ð
1.12, WGL 2.55Ð3.26, FL 0.60Ð0.77, LHT 0.51Ð0.66, SI
12.8Ð15.4, CI 98.2Ð106.0.
Male Diagnosis. A robust ant, larger than the

worker, with an exceptionally well-developed meso-

soma. Head about as broad as long in full face view (CI
98.2Ð106.0) and somewhat dorso-ventrally com-
pressed in lateral view. Eyes large, occupying much of
antero-lateral surface of head and forming the anterior
marginof thehead lateral to theclypeusand the lateral
margin of the head anterior to midpoint. Ocelli large
and in full frontal view set above the adjoining pos-
tero-lateral margins. Anterior clypeal margin straight
to broadly convex. Mandibles small, having a single
apical tooth and four to eight denticles along the
masticatory margin and rounding into the inner mar-
gin. Masticatory margin relatively short, about the
same length as the inner margin. Inner margin roughly
parallel to, or even converging distally with, the ex-
terior lateral margin.

Mesosoma well-developed, considerably wider
than head width, and larger in bulk and in length than
metasoma. Mesoscutum greatly enlarged, projecting
forward in a convexity overhanging the pronotum.
Scutellum large, convex, nearly as tall as mesoscutum
and projecting well above the level of the propodeum.
Propodeum overhanging petiolar node, and declivi-
tous face strongly concave.

Wings short relative to mesosomal length (Fig. 17)
andbearinga single submarginal cell.Wingcolorwhit-
ish or yellowish, with dark brown veins and stigma.
Petiolar scale with a broad crest and taller than the
length of the node. Ventral process well developed.
Gaster oval in dorsal view, nearly twice as long as
broad. Parameres terminating as rounded pilose lobes.
Digitus short, with a sharp, downturned terminal Þl-
ament.

Dorsal surfaces of body largely devoid of erect se-
tae, occasionally with a few Þne, short setae scattered
on mesoscutum, scutellum, and posterior abdominal
tergites. Venter of gaster with scattered setae. Pubes-
cence dense on body and appendages, becoming
sparse only on the medial propodeal dorsum. Color as
for the worker.
Male Geographic Variation. As in workers, speci-

mens from introduced populations outside of South
America tend to fall in the upper range of size varia-
tion.

Discussion

Taxonomy. These taxonomic results support cur-
rent nomenclatural use. The holotype worker of
MayrÕsHypoclinea humilis falls neatly within the range
of variation present in the Argentine ant both in South
America and in locations around the world where the
ant is invasive (Figs. 15 and 16). The only older spe-
cies-level name in the genus, Linepithema fuscum
Mayr 1866, pertains to a male ant whose slender build,
elongate genitalia, and distinct queen-like wing vena-
tion indicate only a distant relation to L. humile.Borg-
meierÕs species riograndense, described from Rio
Grande do Sul, Brazil, is clearly conspeciÞc with L.
humile and is synonymized here. BorgmeierÕs speci-
men identiÞcations in MZSP reveal that he considered
the name humile to apply to a common, probably
undescribed southern Brazilian Linepithema with
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