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TABLE 2
Measurements of Antennal Articles for
†Sphecomyrma freyi (AMNH NJ-943)

TABLE 3
Leg Measurements (in mm) for †Sphecomyrma freyi (AMNH NJ-943)

apices are lost), 1.97 mm; length of mesosoma
1.29 mm; length of petiole 0.36 mm; length of
gaster 1.05 mm; length of antenna 2.40 mm.

Genus †Haidomyrmex Dlussky

†Haidomyrmex Dlussky, 1996: 84. Type species:
†Haidomyrmex cerberus Dlussky, 1996, mono-
basic and original designation.

DIAGNOSIS: Clypeus a small, hemispheric
lobe lying just below antennal bases, pos-
sessing brush of ca. 60 fine, stiff, whitish se-
tae; setae are evenly arranged, those on ven-
tral margin thickened at base but taper to a
fine point apically. Compound eyes small,
length ca. 0.23 length of head capsule; ocelli
absent. Mandibles elongate, scimitar-shaped,
without serrations or teeth. Propodeum
rounded in profile. Petiole one-segmented,
nodiform, with distinct constriction at artic-

ulation with remainder of metasoma. Known
from the worker caste only.

COMMENTS: The head of †Haidomyrmex is
enigmatic (fig. 7) and much of the detail is
obscured below the clypeus and where the
mandibles articulate. Indeed, it is likely that
there has been significant distortion at the
manibular bases resulting in the rather ‘‘deep’’
appearance they have relative to the clypeus.

The peculiar clypeal setae may have served
a sensory function, perhaps as trigger hairs for
the large mandibles, much the way gaff-
shaped mandibles of various myrmecines and
‘‘poneroids’’ function. In those living ants
long, fine, stiff trigger setae lie on the inside
surface of the mandibles and on the oral mar-
gin. †Haidomyrmex has no such setae, so per-
haps the clypeal brush functioned analogous-
ly. How †Haidomyrmex might have fed itself
is an enigma. It is possible that this worker is
similar to the major workers of Eciton, which
cannot feed themselves.

†Haidomyrmex cerberus Dlussky
Figures 7–8

†Haidomyrmex cerberus Dlussky, 1996: 85.

HOLOTYPE: NHML In.20182, partial work-
er specimen in amber from Myanmar.

COMMENTS: We have tentatively followed
past authors in placing †Haidomyrmex within
†Sphecomyrminae (e.g., Bolton, 2003).
However, it is important to note the signifi-
cant similarities between this genus and
†Brownimecia in New Jersey amber (vide in-
fra). Both genera have large, dome-shaped
heads, with relatively small compound eyes,
lack ocelli, have large mandibles devoid of
serrations or dentition, and an elongate an-
terior extension, or collar, of the pronotum.


