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Fig. 8. Lateral view of mesosoma and petiole, as preserved, of holotype worker of †Haidomyrmex
cerberus Dlussky (NHML In.20182).

New Jersey: Middlesex Co., Sayreville,
White Oaks outcrop, collected by Steve
Swolensky.

COMMENTS: A beautifully preserved spec-
imen in clear yellow amber, 5 3 8 mm,
which was embedded in epoxy and trimmed
to 2 mm thickness. Like the holotype which
was described in 1997, it is curled up and the
sting is extruded. The piece also contains
some wood fragments and a frass pellet. The
length of head (including closed mandibles)
0.88 mm, greatest width of head 0.74 (be-
tween outer margins of eyes), length of eye
0.24 mm, length of trunk 0.94 mm, length of
petiole 0.32 mm. The mandibles are tightly
closed, so details are less visible than in the
holotype. The front portion of the head, how-
ever, and especially the clypeus, are more
visible. The clypeus has fine, parallel cren-
ulations along and perpendicular to the dor-
sal margin of the clypeus. Most significantly,
ocelli are definitively absent (rather than ves-
tigial or minute). Three large ocelli are rare
in ants, with scattered occurrence (e.g., Cer-
apachyinae [Cylindromyrmex, Simopone],
Formicinae [Aphophomyrmex, Notostigma,
Alloformica, Cataglyphis], Myrmeciinae
[Myrmecia]), otherwise the ocelli are repeat-
edly lost, reduced, or modified secondarily
(as is true for †Brownimecia). The large,
well-developed ocelli of †Sphecomyrma are

clearly a plesiomorphic feature and part of
the formicid ground plan.

SUBFAMILY INCERTAE SEDIS

†Myanmyrma, new genus

TYPE SPECIES: †Myanmyrma gracilis, new
species.

DIAGNOSIS: Gracile ‘‘poneroid’’ ant with
extremely long legs; mandibles nearly equal
to length of head, sickle-shaped, with a long,
apical sharp tooth and blunt subapical one;
clypeal margin bilobate, denticulate; long,
spatulate genal process; antennal sockets in-
clined, antennal funiculus very long, second
article longest; articles slightly shorter api-
cally; integument of head spinose; clypeus
deeply incised along anterior margin and
with distinct peglike setae; eyes and ocelli
not apparent (but may be present); pretarsal
claws with minute tooth; petiole with distinct
nodus; gastral constriction distinct; sting well
developed. Easily distinguished from †Hai-
domyrmex, another highly modified ant in
Burmese amber, by the mandibular and clyp-
eal structure, head microsculpturing, meta-
somal constriction, long genal processes, and
very long legs.

ETYMOLOGY: Taken directly from Myan-
mar, the country of the amber’s origin; and–


