
remarkable level of local endemism, they will require strategies and policies that are different from
those developed to conserve birds and plants. A case in point is Mauritius.

Conservation in Mauritius is heavily biased to bird and plant preservation (Safford and Jones,
1998; Fowler et al 2000, Nicholas et al. 2004). Land management practices are tailored to benefit
plants and birds, but not invertebrates. They are fighting the battle to protect the dwindling patch-
es of native vegetation and bird populations. For plants, this includes the establishments of
Conservation Management Areas where alien plants are manually removed (Dulloo et al 2002). In
these plots, weedy vegetation is removed up to three times a year. The active removal of large num-
ber of weedy plants, however, creates large areas of bare soil and understory (Dulloo et al 2002,
pers. obs.). This disturbance facilitates the establishment of invasive ants, at the expense of any
remaining native ants (pers. obs).

The small, one-hectare patch of native forest left on Le Pouce could be destroyed for native
ants if an active weeding program is initiated. The closed vegetation is essential for the survival of
the endemic Discothyrea, Pristomyremx, and Acropya, which thrive in the cold, moist understory.
With weeding and increased insolation and disturbance, the invasive ants that surround this small
patch would quickly move in and destroy this ant sanctuary.

An alternative approach to the manual weeding strategy would be to plant native trees around
this patch, including Nuxia verticillata, which is home to Proceratium and Pristomyrmex. The goal
would be to create a dense closed canopy of natives around this patch without disturbing the patch
itself. Over time, the effective size of this patch could expand. We also advise that future collec-
tions of endemic ants in Mauritius avoid collecting entire colonies.

Mauritius has shown that once invasive ants take hold, there is almost no way to return the
land to native ants and healthy arthropod communities (pers. obs.). Therefore, in Madagascar, land
managers must monitor for invasive arthropods. Even though remnant patches of forest may be
preserved, invasion by aggressive exotic ants may drive native ants locally extinct. One of the sim-
plest and most effective methods is to track the presence or absence of invasive ants. In this
approach, targeted collecting can be performed in habitats and microenvironments most likely to
harbor invasives.
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