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ZOOTAXA indicated. Specimens in the Longino collection will eventually be distributed to research

collections, most likely INBio and LACM. Locality data are from a specimen database in
which locality data may be inferred from label data and may not always be faithful
renditions of the label (e.g., inferred latitude and longitude; locality name variants, etc.).

All new species names in this work are nouns in apposition or genitive nouns and thus
invariant (ICZN 1999, article 31). All holotypes and paratypes associated with the new
species described here have unique specimen-level identifiers affixed to each pin, and
these specimen codes are listed in each species description. These are not to be confused
with collection codes, which are "lot numbers" associated with particular collection
events. Many different specimens may share the same collection code. Species accounts
are provided with a diagnosis. There are not separate diagnoses for workers, queens, and
males; the diagnosis is the combination of worker, queen, and male characters that
together most easily distinguish the species.

Worker characters
Workers show a great deal of plasticity and are not easily separated to species. There is

inter- and intracolony size variation, and larger workers tend to exhibit more differences
among species than small workers.

The only sharply defined character with two discrete states is the number of antennal
segments: 9 or 10. All other characters are continuous, with each species showing a mean
and a variance, overlapping with similar species, but not encompassing the entire range of
variation. The maxillary palpus may be 5-segmented, 6-segmented, or both (Fig. 1). In
some cases the terminal palpomere is elongate and there is a slight constriction in the
middle, suggesting partial fusion of the terminal two palpomeres. In some cases within a
species (e.g., plebecula) colonies with small workers have 5 segments, colonies with larger
workers have 6. There are occasional individual specimens with one 5-segmented palpus
and one 6-segmented palpus.

Mandible sculpture varies from smooth and shining to coarsely punctatorugose.
Pilosity patterns are quite variable but show trends within species. In full face view,

pilosity on the side and rear margins may be sparse or abundant, very short or longer,
about the length of the first funicular segment, fully appressed to suberect. Among the
Costa Rican species pilosity on the scapes is always abundant and suberect to
subdecumbent, and I have not found it useful for identification. The pilosity on the outer
margin of the hind tibia is always present as a covering of short setae of relatively uniform
length, with variable presence of longer setae projecting above them. The setae may look
rather uniform and short, with length about 1/4 width of tibia, or they may be longer and
somewhat more irregular, the longer setae being 1/2 to 3/4 tibia width. The setae may be
fully appressed to suberect.

Color is a useful character (Fig. 2). A set of seven species that have become obligate
inhabitants of live stems of particular species of Lauraceae and Meliaceae have a uniform
light yellow orange color, with variable development of infuscated bands on the gastral


