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ZOOTAXADiagnosis

Worker antenna 9-segmented; maxillary palpus 6-segmented; color black. Queen
black, antenna 10-segmented, head elongate and strongly flattened, mandible falcate.

Worker (previously unknown)
Antenna 9-segmented; maxillary palpus 6-segmented; mandible with teeth 4 and 5

(counting from apex) separated by a wide diastema, teeth 1-4 more closely and evenly
spaced; dorsal surface of mandible striatopunctate near masticatory margin, grading to
smooth and shining basally; clypeus strongly bulging medially, some workers with
longitudinal median carina; face with superficial reticulate sculpture, becoming denser on
clypeus and anterior malar spaces; in full face view, with abundant short erect setae
projecting from rear margin of head, absent from sides of head; ventral surface of head
with short sparse appressed pubescence, no erect setae; scapes with abundant erect to
subdecumbent setae, longer setae subequal to width of scape; HW of large worker
0.76mm; outer surface of hind tibia with abundant erect setae, longer setae about 2/3 width
of tibia; color black.

Measurements: HL 0.761–0.881, HW 0.750–0.853, SL 0.398–0.457, EL 0.157–0.178,
CI 94–100 (n=3).

Queen
Antenna 10-segmented; maxillary palpus 6-segmented; labrum a large shiny plate that

completely covers and closes the buccal cavity and other mouthparts (in other
Myrmelachista the labrum is shorter, not covering the buccal cavity); mandible falcate,
with three apical teeth and a series of small denticles; dorsal surface of mandible
striatopunctate near apex, grading to smooth and shining basally; clypeus with large cone-
like projection; face smooth and shining; in full face view, with abundant erect setae
projecting from rear margin of head, much shorter erect setae on sides of head; ventral
surface of head with long suberect pubescence; scapes with abundant erect to
subdecumbent setae, longer setae subequal to width of scape; outer surface of hind tibia
with abundant erect setae, longer setae about 2/3 width of tibia; petiole elongate, with very
long, low node; color black. See also description of Gregg (1950).

Measurements: HL 1.684, HW 1.123, SL 0.613, EL 0.330, OW 0.081, OD 0.251, CI
67, OI 29, OcI 5 (n=1).

Male (previously unknown)
Antenna 11-segmented; maxillary palpus 6-segmented; pygostyles present,

sclerotized, setose; basiparamere lobe and paramere short, robust, broadly triangular;
cuspis robust, spatulate, with an apicodorsal field of small teeth at the apical contact point
with the digitus; digitus short, dorsal margin forming an abrupt right angle, apex of digitus
a ventrally directed triangular lobe; penial valve short and broad, apex blunt, with


