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ZOOTAXAMyrmelachista flavocotea NEW SPECIES

Figures 2, 4, 6, 11, 13

Holotype alate queen: Costa Rica, Prov. Alajuela, Refugio Eladio, Rio Peñas Blancas,
10°19’N, 84°43’W, 800m, 23 Dec 1986 (J. Longino#1498) [INBC, specimen code
JTLC000006174].

Paratypes: workers and queens, from same nest as holotype, specimen codes
JTLC000006175-JTLC000006185, distributed to INBC, MCZC, USNM, UCDC, LACM,
BMNH.

Diagnosis
Worker antenna 9-segmented, maxillary palpus 5-segmented, color yellow. Queen

head orange, eyes relatively small (OI 27–31), HW greater than 0.8mm. Obligate
inhabitant of understory Lauraceae. 

Worker
Antenna 9-segmented; maxillary palpus 5-segmented; dorsal surface of mandible

shiny, weakly striatopunctate; clypeus and face smooth and shining; in full face view, with
abundant short subdecumbent setae projecting from rear margin and sides of head, cluster
of longer setae on posterolateral vertex; ventral surface of head with abundant short
subdecumbent setae; scapes with abundant erect to subdecumbent setae, longer setae
subequal to width of scape; outer surface of hind tibia with abundant erect to
subdecumbent setae, longer setae about 2/3 width of tibia; color uniformly yellow orange.

Measurements: HL 0.591–0.688, HW 0.585–0.700, SL 0.306–0.328, EL 0.105–0.133,
CI 98–103 (n=5).

Queen
Antenna 9-segmented; maxillary palpus 5 or 6-segmented; labrum short, bilobed, not

covering mouthparts; dorsal surface of mandible punctatorugose; face and clypeus smooth
and shining; in full face view, with abundant short erect to suberect setae projecting from
rear margin and sides of head; ventral surface of head with abundant short erect setae;
scapes with abundant erect to suberect setae, longer setae subequal to width of scape; outer
surface of hind tibia with abundant erect to subdecumbent setae, longer setae shorter than
width of tibia; color light yellow orange with infuscated bands on gastral terga, these
bands occasionally lacking, rarely (one collection from La Selva Biological Station) color
light red.

Measurements: HL 0.965–1.167, HW 0.861–1.079, SL 0.420–0.507, EL 0.260–0.304,
OW 0.058–0.112, OD 0.168–0.222, CI 86–96, OI 27–31, OcI 6–10 (n=13).

Male
Antenna 10-segmented; maxillary palpus 6-segmented; pygostyles minute, weakly


