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ZOOTAXA large workers); mandible, clypeus, and face smooth and shining (mandible may be weakly

striate in very large workers); in full face view, side and rear margins of head with very
sparse, very short, fully appressed to subdecumbent pubescence, no projecting erect setae;
ventral surface of head with very sparse, very short subdecumbent pubescence, no erect
setae; hind tibia usually with sparse, appressed pilosity, occasionally more abundant and
subdecumbent, pilosity short, about 1/4 width of tibia; typically bicolored, with orange red
head and mesosoma, dark brown gaster, but in montane wet forest areas may be
completely dark red brown.

Measurements: HL 0.432–0.539, HW 0.418–0.512, SL 0.225–0.281, EL 0.102–0.119,
CI 92–97 (n=5).

Queen (previously unknown)
Antenna 9-segmented; maxillary palpus 5 or 6-segmented, with varying degrees of

fusion of terminal two palpomeres; mandible and clypeus largely smooth and shining with
sparse small piligerous puncta; face entirely smooth and shining; face, sides of head, and
ventral surface of head with sparse short appressed to subdecumbent pubescence, longer
erect setae sparse, 6–8 across posterior margin of vertex, a pair at about mid-face, about 5
on clypeus; hind tibia usually with sparse, appressed pilosity, occasionally more abundant
and subdecumbent, pilosity short, about 1/4 width of tibia; coloration often bicolored, with
light red orange head and mesosoma, contrasting dark brown gaster; grading to forms with
uniform red brown coloration. 

Measurements: HL 0.674–0.815, HW 0.601–0.696, SL 0.330–0.385, EL 0.197–0.227,
OW 0.032–0.056, OD 0.127–0.166, CI 85–90, OI 32–35, OcI 4–7 (n=9).

Male
Antenna 10-segmented; maxillary palpus 6-segmented; pygostyles minute, in the form

of weakly sclerotized papillae without setae; basiparamere with very short, subtriangular
lobe or lobe completely absent; paramere elongate and linear, with parallel sides; cuspis
completely absent; digitus elongate, curving, scimitar-shaped; apodeme of penial valve
curving into dorsal margin at obtuse angle.

Comments
Workers of plebecula and joycei cannot always be distinguished.

Range
Costa Rica, Ecuador. In Costa Rica it occurs throughout the country, from sea level to

1400m elevation cloud forest.

Biology
This species occurs in a wide variety of habitats, from moist to wet forest, lowlands to


