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ZOOTAXAMyrmelachista zeledoni thiemi Emery 1906:185 (footnote). Syntype workers: Honda, Venezuela

(Thieme) [MCSN] (examined). NEW SYNONYM .

Diagnosis
Worker black; antenna 10-segmented; face sericeous or shagreened, not shining.

Worker
Antenna 10-segmented; maxillary palpus 6-segmented; mandible smooth to feebly

rugose; clypeus somewhat roughened; most of face with fine striate microsculpture giving
a silky luster, grading to smooth and shiny on vertex margin; sides, rear margin and ventral
surface of head with sparse, short, appressed pubescence, no erect setae; scapes with
abundant suberect setae, longer setae about 1/2 scape width; hind tibia with abundant
subdecumbent setae, longer setae about 1/4 width of tibia; mesosoma strongly constricted
at metanotal groove, hourglass-shaped; entire mesosoma with reticulate microsculpture,
matte; petiole in side view with compressed, scale-like node; color solid black. Also see
description of Emery (1896).

Measurements: HL 0.521–0.720, HW 0.506–0.708, SL 0.364–0.472, EL 0.113–0.169,
CI 92–100 (n=5).

Queen (previously unknown)
Similar to worker in meristic characters, patterns of sculpture, pilosity, coloration.

Labrum short, bilobed.
Measurements: HL 0.904–1.031, HW 0.836–0.939, SL 0.465–0.534, EL 0.267–0.323,

OW 0.061–0.080, OD 0.206–0.237, CI 90–92, OI 32–35, OcI 7–8 (n=5).

Male
See description of Wheeler (1934). Antenna 11-segmented; maxillary palpus 6-

segmented; pygostyles present, sclerotized, setose; basiparamere lobe and paramere short,
robust, broadly triangular; cuspis robust, spatulate, with an apicodorsal field of small teeth
at the apical contact point with the digitus; digitus short, dorsal margin forming an abrupt
right angle, apex of digitus a ventrally directed triangular lobe; penial valve short and
broad, apex blunt, with dorsally-directed short triangular tooth, apodeme of penial valve
strongly developed, at right angle to the rest of valve.

Range
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Colombia, Venezuela, Peru. In Costa Rica it occurs throughout

the country above 500m elevation.

Biology
This is a montane species that occurs at mid-elevation, from 600-1500m. It is most

abundant in seasonally dry to moist forest habitat and less common in cloud forest and


