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ZOOTAXAquestion of the identity of zeledoni and mexicana in Costa Rica. Myrmelachista longinoda

is known from a single queen from Panama, and it may be a species similar to but not
conspecific with cooperi. There is no indication that there is a large undiscovered or
complex community of 10-segmented forms in Central America. 

In contrast, the species with 9-segmented antenna are more abundant and diverse in
Central America and the Caribbean. The results from this study suggest there is a diverse
and complex community and there will be many new species discovered with additional
collecting in other parts of Central America. However, it is important to establish the
identities of the existing available names, both for the correct assignment of names for the
Costa Rican fauna and as a basis for further work on the Central American and Caribbean
fauna. Below I review and discuss all the previously known forms with 9-segmented
antenna.

Caribbean Taxa

Myrmelachista kraatzii Roger 1863:162. Syntype worker(s): Cuba [Matanzas, Cárdenas in
Kempf 1972].

Myrmelachista rogeri Ern. André 1887:288. Holotype worker: Cuba. Description of
queen, redescription of worker: Wheeler 1934:190.

Myrmelachista rogeri var. manni Wheeler 1934:190. Syntype workers: Cuba, Oriente,
Saetia, workers on tree trunk (Mann) [USNM] (examined). (= rogeri in the sense of
Mann 1920:434).

Myrmelachista rogeri var. rubriceps Mann 1920:434. Syntype workers: Cuba, Pinares,
numerous workers from trunks of pine trees (Mann) [USNM] (examined).

Myrmelachista ambigua Forel 1893:350. Holotype worker: Lesser Antilles, Saint Vincent,
Upper Richmond Valley (H. H. Smith).

Myrmelachista ambigua ramulorum Wheeler 1908:155. Syntype workers, queens, males:
Puerto Rico, Culebra Island (Wheeler); Puerto Rico, Arecibo, Utuado (Wheeler)
[MCZC, USNM] (USNM syntype worker examined). Raised to species: Wheeler
1934:189.

Myrmelachista ramulorum subsp. fortior Wheeler 1934:189. Syntype workers: Puerto
Rico, Mona Island (Lutz). "...described from nine specimens ..., seven from Mona
Island (type locality) and two from Porto Rico, without more precise locality."
(Wheeler 1934).

Myrmelachista gagates Wheeler 1936:204. Holotype worker: Haiti, La Visite, 6000–7000
ft (Darlington).

The above are all the species and subspecies known from Caribbean islands. My
knowledge of the Caribbean fauna is limited, but I have examined 20 collections of
ramulorum from Puerto Rico, St. Croix, USA (Florida, possibly introduced and then
extirpated, see Deyrup 2003), Santo Domingo, St. Thomas, and the Dominican Republic;


