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ZOOTAXAMorelos, Cuautla (Skwarra) [MCZC, USNM] (USNM syntype worker examined).

"...described from numerous workers, seven females and six males (762) taken by Dr.
Skwarra at Cuautla, Morelos (type-locality) in Tillandsia circinata, a number of
workers belonging to several colonies (770, 771, 772, 777, 783a and 786) taken at
Cuernavaca, Morelos in the same plant, and several workers (Z 208a) at Mirador, Vera
Cruz in T. valenzuelana." (Wheeler 1934).

Myrmelachista skwarrae subsp. picea Wheeler 1934:194. Syntype workers: Mexico,
Morelos, Cuernavaca (Skwarra 772, 773, 774, 787). Nesting in Tillandsia circinata.

Myrmelachista skwarrae subsp. laeta Wheeler 1934:195. Syntype workers: Mexico,
Veracruz, Mirador (Skwarra). "...five workers (40) taken by Dr. Skwarra at Mirador
Vera Cruz (type locality) in Tillandsia balbisiana, and one worker (762) taken at
Cuautla, Morelos in T. circinata." (Wheeler 1934).

Myrmelachista amicta Wheeler 1934:195. Syntype workers: Mexico, Veracruz, Mirador
(Skwarra: #618, in Tillandsia balbisiana; #296, in hollow stem of composite) [MCZC,
USNM] (USNM syntype examined).

The above are a set of species described together by Wheeler from material collected by
Elisabeth Skwarra in southern Mexico. They are all very similar to plebecula and joycei. I
cannot distinguish workers of amicta, skwarrae (and its two subspecies picea and laeta),
and plebecula. The males of skwarrae and plebecula are distinct. The male of skwarrae
differs from plebecula in having a basiparamere lobe and distinct (though minute) setose
pygostyles. Myrmelachista skwarrae males are more like joycei. They differ from joycei in
the relatively thinner and more delicate basiparamere lobe and relatively larger ocelli.

If the Mexican forms prove to be geographic variants of plebecula, the latter has
priority. On the other hand, M. joycei could prove to be a geographic variant of one of the
previously named Mexican forms.

South America

Myrmelachista brevicornis Wheeler 1934:199. Syntype workers: Brazil, Santarem
(Staudinger and Bang-Haas).

Myrmelachista guyanenesis Wheeler 1934:198. Syntype workers, queens: Guyana,
Kartabo (Wheeler), inhabiting tenuous, anastomosing galleries in dead twigs and
branches [MCZC, USNM] (USNM syntype worker examined).

From the descriptions of both species and my examination of workers of guyanensis, these
two species are similar to and could be synonymous with plebecula. But further
collections of South American Myrmelachista will be necessary to further understand their
status. 

It is tempting to speculate that the 10-segmented forms, widespread and diverse in


