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PONERA TESTACEA EMERY, 1895 STAT. N. – A SISTER
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A redescription, rank elevation, and lectotype designation of the neglected taxon Ponera
coarctata var. testacea EMERY, 1895 are published. Two different morphometric approaches
resulted in a clear separation of testacea from its sister species coarctata (LATREILLE, 1802).
P. testacea is abundant in the Mediterranean region but is also widely distributed in Central
Europe where it spreads north to 51°30’N. It is more xerothermophilic than coarctata and
seems to avoid shaded, moister woodland habitats.
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INTRODUCTION

The genus Ponera LATREILLE, 1804 has been revised by TAYLOR (1967)
who pointed out that this genus can be distinguished from the otherwise similar
Hypoponera SANTSCHI, 1938 by the presence of a bilateral subpetiolar tooth-like
process and by the two-segmented maxillary palps. Only one species, Ponera
coarctata (LATREILLE, 1802) was recognised in Europe for many decades. The ge-
nus Ponera includes about 30 small, hypogaeic species in the world. TAYLOR
(1967) mentioned 28 species distributed mainly in the Indo-Australian region and
BOLTON (1995) gave a figure of 33 extant taxa, with 5 species from the Palaearctic
region. Some representatives live in the North African temperate zone and here-
with two occur in Europe, and few species live in the east of North America.
TAYLOR (1967) studied a few European Ponera taxa, but he considered all of them
as junior synonyms of P. coarctata (LATR.). TAYLOR realised, that the other forms
differed from the nominal form, but he considered them to be local ecotypes and as
a result of allometric growth among workers.

Two independent morphometric studies of CSŐSZ and SEIFERT are presented
in this paper and show that at least two Ponera species occur sympatrically in
Southern and Central Europe. As a result Ponera testacea EMERY, 1895 is consid-
ered as good species close to coarctata. The taxonomic situation has remained ob-
scure so far since EMERY did not label types of testacea and our efforts to get ac-
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