
MH: The maximum height of mesosoma, measured from the ventralmost point of katepister-
num to the dorsal surface of mesonotum (Fig. 3).

ML: Diagonal length of the alitrunk in profile. Measured in lateral view from the anteriormost
point of anterior pronotal slope to the caudalmost point of the lateral metapleural lobe (Fig. 3).

MW: (SEIFERT) maximum mesosomal width in workers; maximum mesososomal width be-
fore the tegulae in gynes.

NOH: (SEIFERT) petiole node height; measured in a right angle from a reference line beginning
at the transition point between caudal node profile and caudal petiolar neck and ending at the most
dorsal point of node corner (Fig. 1).

PEL: (SEIFERT) petiole length; horizontal distance from the tip of the frontolateral node corner
to the caudalmost point of petiole (Fig. 1).

PEW: The maximum width of petiole in dorsal view.
PEH: The maximum height of petiole, measured from the subpetiolar tooth-like process to the

top of the petiole (Fig. 2).
PH: (CSŐSZ) Height of the petiolar node (Fig. 2)
PiMe: Pigmentation score of dorsal mesosoma (SEIFERT) as mean of the three dorsal sclerites.

Pigmentation scaling was performed by simultaneous subjective comparison of the microscopic pic-
ture with a standard colour table ranging from whitish yellow (score 1) to dark blackish brown (score
12). The specimen was observed with the right eye under use of a Schott KL 1500e cold-light source
in position 3 (colour temperature 2200 K) at a magnification of µ128. The standard colour table was
illuminated by 60 W desk lamp and was simultaneously observed with the left eye in a distance equal
to the microscopic picture distance.

PL: (CSŐSZ) Length of the petiolar node (Fig. 2).
SL: The maximum straight-line scape length excluding the articular condyle.
The terminology of pilosity is similar to the system used by HÖLLDOBLER and WILSON (1990).

Adpressed (0–5ş) hairs run parallel or nearly parallel to the body surface, decumbent hairs stand
10–15ş, subdecumbent hairs 30ş, suberect hairs 35–45ş, and erect hairs more than 45ş from the body
surface.
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Figs 1–3. Morphometric measurements in Ponera


