
on a world basis, and partially because such a redefinition will require examination of reproductive
and worker castes of all the known species groups. Genitalic characters, particularly of the males,
and generation of molecular sequences should be a mandatory part of the analysis. As it is at the
moment, Monomorium has become almost a meta-genus that is continuing to swallow up previous-
ly discrete genera. Since 1987 these have included Chelaner and Syllophopsis (Bolton 1987),
Antichthonidris (Heterick 2001) and Epelysidris, Nothidris and Phacota (Fernandez, in press). I
report in this work on a Malagasy species in which the worker has a PF of 3,2, a condition in
Monomorium previously recorded only for males of two species formerly placed in Antichthonidris
(Snelling 1975; Heterick 2001). Interestingly, this new species is not an isolated taxon, but evident-
ly a member of a significant Afrotropical and Malagasy species group (the M. hildebrandti species
group) in which all the other known members have a PF of 2,2. The change in the diagnosis of
Monomorium brought about by this and other recent discoveries (e.g., see Heterick 2003,
Fernandez, in press) means that the autonomy of the small solenopsidine genera Anillomyrma,
Megalomyrmex and, possibly, Bondroitia is under threat. Genera linked with Solenopsis and with
Allomerus, which have a broader suite of distinctive anatomical features than the abovementioned
(see Bolton 1987 for details of shared characters), stand somewhat further apart from the current
concept of Monomorium and are likely to remain so.

SYSTEMATICS

Taxonomic background of Malagasy Monomorium

The first described Monomorium species, the tramp species now known as Monomorium
pharaonis, was placed in the then portmanteau genus Formica as ‘Formica pharaonis’ (Linnaeus
1758). The genus Monomorium originated with Mayr in 1855. An account of the general history of
the various generic and subgeneric names now synonymized under Monomorium is given in Bolton
(1987) and so is not reproduced here. The later synonymization of Antichthonidris, Epelysidris,
Nothidris and Phacota is mentioned above.

Six taxa assigned to Monomorium have been described from material collected from
Madagascar. Monomorium hildebrandti, Monomorium imerinense and Monomorium madecassum
were described by Forel in the same publication as supposed races of Monomorium minutum Mayr
(Forel 1892c). All three taxa were raised to full species by Dalla Torre (Dalla Torre 1893). Also in
1892, in a separate publication (Forel 1892b), Forel described Monomorium termitobium as a
species in its own right. Monomorium shuckardi was published by this author three year later (Forel
1895). In 1922, Emery positioned this latter species under the subgenus Notomyrmex in which sim-
ilar South American and Australian forms had already been placed. Notomyrmex was raised to
genus by Kusnezov in 1957, but reduced to a synonym of Chelaner by Ettershank in 1966
(Chelaner becoming in turn a junior synonym of Monomorium with Bolton’s 1987 revision). In
Ettershank’s work, non-Australasian taxa previously incorporated under Notomyrmex were separat-
ed from the new genus of Chelaner, and the species shuckardi was returned to Monomorium. The
final Monomorium species described from Madagascar was Monomorium sakalavum (Santschi
1928). In addition to the above taxa, four Monomorium species described from material collected
elsewhere have been recorded from Madagascar, namely Monomorium destructor (Jerdon) (Mamet
1954; Bolton 1987; Fisher 2003), Monomorium pharaonis (Fisher 2003) Monomorium robustior
Forel (Wheeler 1922; Bolton 1987; Fisher 2003) and Monomorium subopacum Smith (Bolton
1987; Fisher 2003). In terms of the smaller islands in the Malagasy region, Mamet (1954) lists M.
destructor and Monomorium floricola (Jerdon) from Mauritius, M. floricola from Reunion, and
Monomorium elongatum Smith and M. floricola (as M. impressum, now a synonym of M. florico-
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