
la) from Rodriguez. Of these species only M. elongatum, from Rodriguez, was described from
material collected from the region.

In general, Monomorium workers and queens can be separated from other Malagasy myr-
micines by a combination of their eleven or twelve-segmented antenna with three-segmented club,
lack of antennal scrobes, presence of distinct frontal lobes, lack of spines or sharp denticles on the
propodeum and nodes, and, in most specimens, the presence of a single anteromedian clypeal seta.
Some Cardiocondyla species and occasional specimens of a few species of Nesomyrmex also have
an anteromedian clypeal seta. However, Cardiocondyla possesses a dentate propodeum, the post-
petiole is much larger than the petiole in dorsal view, and the clypeus forms a raised, projecting
shelf that covers the base of the mandibles, and in Nesomyrmex the central seta is very short and
unobtrusive - unlike that of Monomorium. Those Nesomyrmex workers that possess the median
clypeal seta also have a rather angular mesosoma and low node, unlike Malagasy Monomorium.
The petiole does not bear a large, plate-like anteroventral process in Monomorium, nor does the
sting possess a membranous extension at its apex. The masticatory margin of the mandible has a
maximum of five distinct teeth (though sometimes an additional tiny denticle is present because of
the bifurcation of a tooth). In the reproductive wing, the vein RS curves towards but does not meet
the anterior wing margin to form a closed radial cell.

A summary of what was known about the Monomorium fauna of Madagascar and associated
islands before the commencement of this project is provided below. ‘from inspection’ refers to
placement of a taxon in a particular species group as a result of examination of material during this
project. These taxa had not been assigned to a species group or category prior to this project,
although an available group did exist. No group was available for Monomorium shuckardi Forel,
and I have not seen material belonging to Monomorium elongatum Smith. (Nb: With the exception
of the M. hildebrandti species group, the groups mentioned are those recognized by Bolton (1987)
in relation to the Afrotropical fauna):

TAXON DISTRIBUTION

Monomorium destructor group
Monomorium destructor (Jerdon) Madagascar, Mauritius
Monomorium robustior (Forel) Madagascar
Monomorium hildebrandti group (= M. fossulatum group)
Monomorium hildebrandti Forel (from inspection) Madagascar
Monomorium monomorium group
Monomorium floricola (Jerdon) Mauritius, Reunion, Rodriguez
Monomorium imerinense Forel Madagascar
Monomorium madecassum Santschi Madagascar
Monomorium sakalavum Santschi (from inspection) Madagascar
Monomorium termitobium Forel (from inspection) Madagascar
Monomorium salomonis group
Monomorium pharaonis (L.) Madagascar
Monomorium subopacum Smith Madagascar
Unassigned
Monomorium elongatum Smith Rodriguez
Monomorium shuckardi Forel Madagascar

Monomorium salomonis (L.) has also been listed as occurring in Madagascar (Fisher 1997 (citing
Wheeler 1922: 870), McGlynn 1999; Fisher 2003). The occurrence of Monomorium salomonis in Madagascar
is doubtful.
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