
the worker. Characters of the thorax differ from those of the conspecific worker, however, because
of the presence of wings in the queen for part of her life history. These additional characters relat-
ed to the appearance and pilosity of the combined pronotum, mesoscutum and mesopleuron, includ-
ing degree of separation of the axillae (8–13) and the venation of the wing (21–23). Additional char-
acters concerned presence or absence of brachypterous queens (35) and ergatoid or worker-queen
intercastes (36).

MALE CHARACTERS (Figs. 9–10, 12): Seven characters were chosen for the male head, these
including head-mesosoma width ratio, appearance of the frons and compound eyes, the position of
the lower margin of the compound eye in relation to the posterior margin of the clypeus, the appear-
ance of the ocelli, the ratio of the first segment of the antennal funiculus to the second segment, and
the number of teeth and denticles. The mesosoma characters (8–12) were the profile and appear-
ance of the pronotum + mesoscutum + mesopleuron, the appearance of the parapsidal furrows and
notauli, and the degree of separation of the axillae. Wing vein characters (13–15) were as for the
queen. Petiole and post-petiole characters (16–23), pilosity of the first gastral tergite (24), color (25)
and gross morphological measurements (26–32) were as for the worker and queen.

GENUS MONOMORIUM MAYR

Monomorium Mayr 1855:452. Type-species: Monomorium monomorium Bolton (replacement name for
Monomorium minutum Mayr, 1855:453, a junior secondary homonym of Atta minuta Jerdon 1851:105 [=
M. pharaonis (L.) 1758: 580]); by monotypy (Bolton 1987:287).

Phacota Roger 1862a: 260. Type-species: Phacota sichelii, by monotypy. Phacota junior synonym of
Monomorium: Ettershank 1966:82, syn. rev. Bolton 1987:281. [Synonymy by Fernandez (in press) 2.]

Nothidris Ettershank 1966:105. Type species: Monomorium latastei by original designation. [Synonymy by
Fernandez (in press) 2.]

Antichthonidris Snelling 1975:5. Type-species: Monomorium denticulatum, by original designation.
[Synonymy of genus by Heterick 2001:361 without species-level nomenclatural changes, synonymy of A.
denticulata Fernandez (in press) 2.]

Epelysidris Bolton 1987:279. Type-species: Epelysidris brocha, by original designation. [Synonymy by
Fernandez (in press) 2.]

(For synonymy in the genus Monomorium prior to 1988, see Bolton, 1987:287-288.)

DIAGNOSIS OF WORKER OF MALAGASY SPECIES.— Minute to moderate (total length approxi-
mately 1.5–4.5 mm) monomorphic to polymorphic myrmicine ants. Palp formula 5,3, 3,3 3,2, 2,2
or 1,2. Mandible smooth or longitudinally striolate, with three to six teeth and denticles, apical tooth
always much larger than the preceding tooth; basal tooth often reduced to a small or minute denti-
cle or angle but enlarged in one species, basal tooth often separated by a diastema from remainder
of the dentition in members of the M. hildebrandti group; mandibular shape triangular, linear-trian-
gular, or strap-like with inner and outer edges parallel or nearly so. Median clypeal seta conspicu-
ous in most Malagasy species and positioned at or slightly above a distinct anteromedian clypeal
margin except in M. hildebrandti group, where it is positioned on underside of a protruding shelf,
near to the true anteromedian clypeal margin; paired setae (one often shorter than the other) strad-
dling midpoint of anteromedian clypeal margin present in some large workers of M. aureorugosum,
M. fisheri and M. infuscum and some queens of M. fisheri. Clypeus raised medially, usually bicar-
inate, though carinae may be obscure or in form of multiple weak ridges; in full-face view, the
anteromedian clypeal margin often narrow and projecting, but this sector broad and abruptly
declivous (i.e., when viewed in profile) in several members of M. monomorium and M. hildebrandti
groups. Frontal carinae straight or diverging slightly posteriad, absent behind frontal lobes. Frontal
lobes weakly sinuate or more-or-less parallel in full-face view. Antennal scrobes absent. Antennae
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