
11- to 12-segmented; club usually with three distinct segments, sometimes four, or without a dis-
tinct club, but club never two-segmented. Eyes often reduced (sometimes to one or two ommatidia)
in M. hildebrandti group, small to fairly large in other groups; in full-face view, eyes generally set
at about midline of head capsule, or slightly above or below, but occasionally set well into anterior
sector of head capsule; in profile, eyes usually set at about midline or behind midline of head cap-
sule, rarely in front of midline; eye shape usually elliptical, with more pronounced curvature of the
inner margin, but can be elongate or ovoid and narrowed to a point anteriad.

Mesosoma with standing setae in most groups, these setae lacking in some members of M.
salomonis group; standing setae short and bristle-like in members of M. shuckardi group. Metanotal
groove most commonly deeply impressed, but weakly impressed, vestigial or absent in some taxa.
Propodeal dorsum rounded onto declivitous surface, weakly or strongly angulate or armed with
short denticles, spines lacking in Malagasy species; standing propodeal setae absent in some cases.
Propodeal spiracle distinctly circular or nearly so, usually situated at about midlength, but placed
anteriad or posteriad of midlength in some taxa, and close to propodeal dorsum in members of M.
shuckardi group. Metapleural glands of moderate to small size, never hypertrophied. Propodeal
lobes often small to vestigial, rarely acute-angled and prominent. Fore coxae larger than middle or
hind coxae. Petiolar peduncle often with small anteroventral flange or protuberance, but this fea-
ture vestigial in many species. Petiolar spiracle well in front of node in several endemic species,
slightly in front of or in anterior sector of node in remaining taxa, often rather dorsally situated.
Petiolar node shape ranging from low and broadly conical or tumular to cuneate and strongly
tapered, thick and asymmetrical in profile in some members of M. hildebrandti group, but never
regularly cuboidal in Malagasy species; underside of node and peduncle commonly with fine, trans-
verse rugulae in larger species of M. hildebrandti group. Anteroventral margin of postpetiolar ster-
nite often conspicuous, this feature reduced or absent in members of M. destructor, M. pharaonis
and M. monomorium groups. Gaster dorsoventrally compressed, with blunt lateral carinae on gas-
tral tergites. Sting not prominent in Malagasy species.

DIAGNOSIS OF QUEEN OF MALAGASY SPECIES.— Larger than conspecific worker, but not great-
ly so in some taxa. Palp formula, number of mandibular teeth and denticles and number of anten-
nal segments as for conspecific worker. Ocellar triangle of three ocelli typical, but posterior ocelli
may occasionally be reduced in size. Eyes large, generally elliptical, sometimes with a concavity in
upper outer margin, but circular, semi-circular and ovoid eye shapes also occur.

Seen in profile, mesoscutum ranges from broadly convex to convex anteriad and flattened or
even faintly sinuate posteriad. Mesoscutal pilosity always present. Pronotum, mesoscutum and
mesopleuron often smooth and shining, but may be striolate or punctate to a greater or smaller
degree; mesopleuron always divided by transverse furrow into upper anepisternum and lower
katepisternum. Length-width ratio of mesoscutum and scutellum from near 7:3 to about 3:2. Axillae
mostly well separated but may be contiguous or even reduced to a strip of thin cuticle, each indi-
vidual axilla being indistinct.  Metapleural sculpture most commonly in form of longitudinal strio-
lae or striae, propodeum often unsculptured except for costulae on declivitous face, but where pres-
ent frequently more marked than in conspecific worker. Dorsal propodeal face characteristically
sloped, often almost vertical. Propodeal processes, where present, in form of small denticles or
flanges, at most. Wing veins tubular and sclerotised in M. notorthotenes, M. hanneli, and in M.
hildebrandti group, predominantly weak and depigmented in most M. monomorium group species,
though wing veins are darkly pigmented without accompanying sclerotization in some species.
Cross-vein m-cu present in all queens of M. hildebrandti group, in all M. notorthotenes queens and
some M. hanneli queens, absent in other M. hanneli queens, rarely present in reproductives of M.
destructor group (per Bolton 1987), and always absent in reproductives of M. monomorium and M.
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