
are mainly tramp ants. Within the M. destructor group, Monomorium destructor is adventive to the
island, having been brought across by human commerce at some time in the past, but the wide-
spread distribution of Monomorium robustior suggests endemicity (thus also Bolton 1987). Within
the M. salomonis group, Monomorium pharaonis and Monomorium subopacum, members of dif-
ferent complexes but with similar tramp tendencies, have clearly been introduced. The presence of
Monomorium willowmorense, known from one worker collected from the north-east coast, is more
puzzling. The monotypic Monomorium latinode species group is represented by M. latinode, which
also has tramp tendencies, and is well-dispersed across the Indo-Australian region (Bolton 1987).

Monomorium monomorium species group members found in Madagascar are often abundant,
but are not particularly diverse compared with the Afrotropical fauna, only 15 species being recog-
nized here. It should be said, however, that the variability of several nominal species like M. termi-
tobium is so great that molecular-based systematics is probably needed to give the taxonomy strong
definition. Some of the taxa appear to belong to complexes identified by Bolton (1987), while oth-
ers seem not to be closely related to members of the group found on the African mainland. Of the
described species, M. madecassum is clearly referable to Bolton’s leopoldinum complex, albeit M.
leopoldinum itself becomes a junior synonym of M. madecassum in this work. Monomorium exigu-
um and M. floricola were placed in the boerorum complex by Bolton, but this was confessedly for
convenience, and even aside from the difference in antennal count (i.e., 11 antennomeres in M.
exiguum and 12 in M. floricola), the queens of the two species do not appear very similar.
Monomorium exiguum is actually closely related to the Afrotropical Monomorium rosae (see my
comments under the former). The other Monomorium with an 11-segmented antenna, M. nigricans,
is of uncertain affinities, but may also belong to the M. exiguum complex.

Monomorium termitobium is here regarded as the senior synonym of M. binatu, M. exchao and
M. imerinense. Through M. binatu and M. exchao, M. termitobium (along with the apparently close-
ly related M. xuthosoma and M. sakalavum) is associated with Bolton’s rhopalocerum complex, but
as here conceived, the morphological parameters of that complex far exceed those designated by
Bolton. Workers of Monomorium micrommaton and M. chnodes bear a close resemblance to hir-
sute, yellow workers of M. termitobium. The queen of M. micrommaton is relatively large, with a
proportionately massive mesosoma and a broad, cordate head, quite different characters from those
of the queen of M. termitobium. Monomorium chnodes possesses a square propodeum (unlike that
seen in any workers of M. termitobium) with a large propodeal spiracle, and some queens and work-
ers have a five-toothed mandible — a feature otherwise unknown in the M. monomorium species
group. However, preliminary molecular data place Monomorium chnodes close to M. platynodis,
and both species possess a very short clypeus that, when seen in profile, descends towards the arc
of the mandibles at almost 90 degrees. Monomorium platynodis, in fact, may represent a radiation
derived from M. chnodes, with a reduction in the size and dentition of the mandible.

In Monomorium chnodes, M. flavimembra, M. lepidum, M. platynodis, and M. versicolor, the
clypeal carinae are obsolete or only weakly defined and the anteromedian clypeal margin is
depressed and moderately to strongly declivous when seen in profile — in the case of M. chnodes
and M. platynodis being almost vertical, as mentioned above. In four of these species, the fourth
(i.e., basal) tooth is greatly reduced or absent. Only M. chnodes has a strongly defined basal tooth.
In M. chnodes, M. flavimembra, and M. lepidum, the petiolar node is more-or-less conical and the
postpetiole is rounded, but in M. platynodis and M. versicolor the nodes are high and the petiolar
node is strongly cuneate. The group is here called the flavimembra complex. Monomorium bifido-
clypeatum is very similar to these species and almost certainly also belongs to this complex.
Monomorium denticulus is a small member of the M. schultzei complex but does not appear to be
conspecific with any of the described African forms.
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