
number of mandibular teeth and denticles three.
MESOSOMA: Mesoscutum broadly convex; pronotum and mesoscutum shining and mainly

smooth, vestigial striolae, if present, confined to lower katepisternum; parapsidal furrows vestigial
or absent; notauli absent; axillae separated by width of at least one axilla.

WING: Wing veins tubular and strongly sclerotised; vein m–cu absent; vein cu–a present.
PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle lateral and situated slightly anteriad of petiolar

node; node (viewed in profile) evenly tumular; appearance of node shining and smooth; ratio of
greatest node breadth (viewed from front) to greatest node width (viewed in profile) between 4:3
and 1:1; anteroventral petiolar process absent or vestigial; height ratio of petiole to postpetiole
about 1:1; height–length ratio of postpetiole about 3:4; postpetiole shining and smooth.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of well-spaced, semi-erect setae.
GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color a depigmented ochre.
MALE MEASUREMENTS: HML 2.01–2.23 HL 0.46–0.53 HW 0.48–0.54 CeI 94–106 SL 0.11–0.14

SI 21–26 PW 0.58–0.71 (n=15).
REMARKS.— This species appears to be restricted to spiny forest and associated thickets in

coastal localities in the extreme south and south-west of Madagascar. Collections have been made
from colonies under stones, or of foraging workers. Workers of the species are much more uniform
in appearance than those of Monomorium clarinodis but, apart from their larger size and longer
antennae, closely resemble pale workers of that ant. Superficially, workers of this species may be
confused with Aphaenogaster because of their elongate bodies and spindly appendages.

Monomorium robertsoni Heterick, sp. nov.
Figs. 14, 37.

ETYMOLOGY.— In honour of Dr. Hamish Robertson (South African Museum).
MATERIAL EXAMINED.— HOLOTYPE: Prov. Toliara, Ranobe, 23°02′03″S, 43°36′43″E, 30 m.,

13–19.ii.2002, Frontier Project, MGF056/sifted litter spiny forest/thicket/ CASENT 0003501 MGF056(5)
(CAS). PARATYPES: Prov. Toliara: one with same collection data as holotype, collection code MGF054
(MCZ); two ’s, Mandarano [‘Manderano’], 23°31′38″S, 44°05′15″E, 70m, 10.v.2002 Frontier Project,
MGF030/ sifted litter gallery forest (1 - CAS) (1 - BMNH).

OTHER MATERIAL EXAMINED: Ifaly, 17.ix.1993 W.E. Steiner and R. Andriamasimanana (4 ) (MCZ).
WORKER DESCRIPTION.— HEAD: Head square; vertex planar; frons finely striolate throughout;

pilosity of frons a mixture of well-spaced, erect and semi-erect setae interspersed with appressed
setulae only. Eye large, eye width 1.5x greater than greatest width of antennal scape; (in full-face
view) eyes set at about midpoint of head capsule; (viewed in profile) eyes set around midline of
head. Antennal segments 12; club three-segmented. Clypeal carinae indistinct; anteromedian
clypeal margin broadly convex; paraclypeal setae moderately long and fine, curved; posteromedi-
an clypeal margin approximately level with antennal fossae. Anterior tentorial pits situated nearer
antennal fossae than mandibular insertions. Frontal lobes straight, parallel. Psammophore absent.
Palp formula 5,3. Mandibular teeth five; mandibles triangular and striate; masticatory margin of
mandibles approximately vertical or weakly oblique; basal tooth approximately same size as t4
(five teeth present).

MESOSOMA: Promesonotum finely striolate throughout; in profile broadly convex anteriad, con-
vexity reduced posteriad; promesonotal setae seven to twelve; standing promesonotal setae consist-
ing of short, erect or semi-erect bristles; appressed promesonotal setulae few, mainly on dorsum of
promesonotum. Metanotal groove vestigial. Propodeum uniformly finely striolate; propodeal dor-
sum flat throughout most of its length; always smoothly rounded, no separation between dorsal and
declivitous faces when seen in profile; standing propodeal setae absent; appressed propodeal setae
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