
very scarce or absent; propodeal spiracle nearer declivitous face of propodeum than metanotal
groove; vestibule of propodeal spiracle absent or not visible; propodeal lobes present as rounded
flanges.

PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle laterodorsal and situated slightly anteriad of petio-
lar node. Node (viewed in profile) conical, vertex tapered; appearance of node shining and smooth
throughout; ratio of greatest node breadth (viewed from front) to greatest node width (viewed in
profile) about 1:1. Anteroventral petiolar process absent or vestigial; ventral petiolar lobe absent.
Height ratio of petiole to postpetiole between 4:3 and 1:1; height–length ratio of postpetiole about
1:1; postpetiole shining and smooth; postpetiolar sternite depressed near its junction with gaster,
and sloping anteriad at angle of 45–60 to form large conspicuous lip at its anterior end.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting mainly of short, appressed setulae, together
with a few erect and semi-erect setae.

GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color of head, mesosoma and nodes orange, legs, mandibles and apical
portion of gaster straw-colored, basal portion of gaster brown. Worker caste monomorphic.

HOLOTYPE MEASUREMENTS: HML 1.50 HL 0.53 HW 0.45 CeI 86 SL 0.45 SI 100 PW 0.32.
PARATYPE WORKER MEASUREMENTS: HML 1.50–1.82; HL 0.53–0.61; HW 0.45–0.54; CeI

83–88; SL 0.45–0.52; SI 97–104; PW 0.32–0.40 (n=3).
OTHER WORKER MEASUREMENTS: HML 1.49–1.67; HL 0.52–0.58; HW 0.43–0.49; CeI 81–84;

SL 0.44–0.51; SI 99–107; PW 0.32–0.36 (n=4).
REMARKS.— This species appears to have a very restricted distribution. The few known spec-

imens are all workers, and have been collected from Ifaly, Mandarano and Ranobe in south-west-
ern Toliara Province. Collections have been made in sifted litter in spiny forest and associated thick-
ets, in a pitfall trap at the base of a baobab, and in a malaise trap. The latter capture suggests this
species may forage arboreally. Monomorium robertsoni is characterized by its low propodeum,
which lacks a separate dorsal and declivitous face, and by its finely striolate exoskeleton.

Monomorium shuckardi Forel
Figs. 14, 38–39.

Monomorium shuckardi Forel 1895:251. holotype, MADAGASCAR: Moramanga (MHNG) [examined].
Monomorium (Notomyrmex) shuckardi Emery 1922: 170.

MATERIAL EXAMINED— HOLOTYPE: Madagascar, Moramanga, coll. [F.] Sikora (MHNG). (NB. The
symbol used in the original publication is that for the worker, i.e., “ ”, but in fact, the specimen is a queen.
That a dealated queen is here described rather than a worker is evident from Forel’s use of the term ‘scutel-
lum’, and also his mention of propodeal ‘teeth’, which are not found in the worker. The total specimen length
given by Forel for the type specimen agrees exactly with my own measurement, and given that there is no indi-
cation in the published description that any other specimens were examined by Forel, a holotype status fixed
by monotypy (Code 73.1.2) is here assumed.).

OTHER MATERIAL EXAMINED: Prov. Toliara: 18 km NNW Betroka, 29.xi.–24.xi.1994  M. A. Ivie & D. A.
Pollock (30 , 1♀) (MCZ); Forêt Mahavelo, Isantoria Riv., 5.2 km 44 NE Ifotaka 28.i.–1.ii 2001 B.L. Fisher
(6 ); Mahafaly [‘Mahafely’] Plateau, 6.2 km 74 ENE Itampolo 21–25.ii.2002 B.L. Fisher (2 ); Reserve
Berenty, 9.ii.1993 P.S. Ward (3 ); (MCZ) (4 ) (UCDC); Tsimanampetsotsa, Bemanateza, 23.0 km 131SE
Beheloka, 22–26.iii.2002 B.L. Fisher (4 ).

WORKER DESCRIPTION.— HEAD: Head square; vertex planar or weakly concave; frons shining
and densely microreticulate; pilosity of frons consisting of a few short, thick, erect setae inter-
spersed with short, appressed setulae; Eye large, eye width 1.5x greater than greatest width of
antennal scape; (in full-face view) eyes set above midpoint of head capsule; (viewed in profile) eyes
set anteriad of midline of head capsule; eye elliptical, curvature of inner eye margin may be more
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