
ing propodeal setae consisting of a few decumbent setae only; appressed propodeal setulae well-
spaced and sparse; propodeal spiracle nearer metanotal groove than declivitous face of propodeum;
propodeal lobes present as well-developed, rounded flanges.

WING: Wing not seen (queen dealated).
PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle lateral and situated slightly anteriad of petiolar

node; node, in profile cuneate, vertex tapered; appearance of node shining and microreticulate; ratio
of greatest node breadth (viewed from front) to greatest node width (viewed in profile) about 1:1.
Anteroventral petiolar process present as a thin flange tapering posteriad; height ratio of petiole to
postpetiole about 1:1; height–length ratio of postpetiole between 3:2 and 4:3; postpetiole shining
and microreticulate; postpetiolar sternite not depressed, its anterior end an inconspicuous lip or
small carina.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of well-spaced, erect and semi-erect setae
interspersed with a few appressed setulae.

GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color ferruginous. Brachypterous alates not seen. Ergatoid or worker-
female intercastes not seen.

HOLOTYPE MEASUREMENTS: HML 3.16 HL 0.81 HW 0.88 CeI 109 SL 0.79 SI 89 PW 0.82.
OTHER QUEEN MEASUREMENTS: HML 3.34 HL 0.88 HW 0.86 CeI 98 SL 0.74 SI 86 PW 0.76

(n=1).
REMARKS.— Worker specimens are readily separable from other members of the M. shuckar-

di group by the densely microreticulate sculpture of their frons. The worker of this species also
bears a superficial resemblance to that of Monomorium subopacum, but can be distinguished from
it by a number of features, apart from those mentioned in the key, including the presence of erect
setae on the promesonotal dorsum, the elongate petiolar peduncle, the anterior placement of the
petiolar spiracle and the placement of the propodeal spiracle (more dorsal and nearer propodeal
declivity compared with more lateral and nearer metanotal groove). Populations are fairly wide-
spread in dry, spiny forest regions in Toliara Province. Like many other Malagasy Monomorium,
this species will make opportunistic use of dead twigs above ground for its nests. Other specimens
have been collected in pitfall traps, under stones and as ground foragers. Oddly enough, the holo-
type queen is recorded as having being collected by Sikora in Moramanga, Toamasina Province,
hundreds of kilometers from its known current range. This record may be in error, as the vegetation
community of Moramanga is very different from that to which this species seems adapted.

THE DESTRUCTOR-GROUP

Monomorium destructor (Jerdon)
Figs. 15, 40–41.

Atta destructor Jerdon 1851:105. Syntype ’s, INDIA [no types known to exist].
Monomorium destructor (Jerdon): Dalla Torre 1893:66.
Monomorium (Parholcomyrmex) destructor (Jerdon): Wheeler, W.M. 1922: 874.
Myrmica basalis Smith 1858:125. Syntype (lectotype here designated), SRI LANKA (BMNH) [examined].
Monomorium basale (Smith): Mayr 1865:92. Syn. under M. destructor (Jerdon): Forel 1894a: 86.
Myrmica ominosa Gerstäcker 1859:263. Syntype ’s MOZAMBIQUE [no types known to exist].
Monomorium ominosum (Gerstäcker): Roger 1863b:31. Syn. under M. destructor (Jerdon): Dalla Torre 1893:

66.
Myrmica atomaria Gerstäcker, 1859:263. Syntype ’s MOZAMBIQUE [no types known to exist]. Syn. under M.

ominosum (Gerstäcker): Roger 1863b:31.
Myrmica gracillima Smith 1861a:34. Holotype ISRAEL [type presumed lost]
Monomorium gracillimum (Smith): Mayr 1862:753.
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