
Monomorium (Parholcomyrmex) gracillimum (Smith): Emery 1915b:190.
Monomorium destructor r. gracillimum Forel 1913a:437. Syn. under M. destructor (Jerdon): Bolton 1987:324.
Myrmica vexator Smith 1861b:47. Syntype ’s (lectotype here designated) INDONESIA: Ternate Isl. (OXUM)

[examined]. Syn. under M. destructor (Jerdon): Donisthorpe 1932:468.

MATERIAL EXAMINED.— M. basale: LECTOTYPE: , Sri Lanka (“Ceylon”), no collector named
(BMNH). The ant on the LHS (seen from the rear) on a rectangle containing three syntype workers is desig-
nated the lectotype for Monomorium basale, so that the name can be fixed. This and other early collections of
Monomorium destructor were given separate species-level names, presumably on the basis of quite minute dif-
ferences in color or morphology, and, possibly, their provenance. The antennal club in M. basale is described
by Smith as ‘dark fuscous’, and the termination of the flagellum in M. vexator as ‘slightly fuscous’, otherwise
their respective descriptions by Smith read much the same. PARALECTOTYPES: Two workers on the same card
rectangle as the lectotype (BMNH). No attempt has been made to separate the carded specimens, which are
damaged and fragile. M. vexator: LECTOTYPE: , J. Smith. (OXUM) (The collection locality, which does not
appear on the labels but in the publication, is Ternate Island, [Indonesia.]) The middle ant of the three carded
syntype specimens is here designated the lectotype to fix the name of this taxon. Monomorium destructor,
because of its ubiquity and its allometric variation, has attracted half-a-dozen synonyms. PARALECTOTYPES:
Two workers on the same card rectangle as the lectotype (OXUM). Carded specimens as above.

OTHER MATERIAL EXAMINED: Prov. Antsiranana: 10km NE Antsiranana, 14.ii.1991, G.A. Alpert (14 )
(MCZ); 15km NE Antsiranana, 14.ii.1991, G. A. Alpert (2 ); (MCZ); 3 km S Namakia, 19.iii.1993 P. Rabeson
(2 , 2♂) (MCZ). Prov. Mahajanga: Mahavavy River, 6.2 km 145 SE Mitsinjo 1–5.xii.2002 Fisher et al.
(10 ); Mahavavy River, 10.6 km 148 SSE Mitsinjo 4.xii.2002 Fisher et al. (9 ); P. N. Namoroka, 17.8 km
329 WNW Vilanandro, 12.ii.2002 Fisher et al. (1 ).

WORKER DESCRIPTION.— HEAD: Head square; vertex planar or weakly concave; frons longi-
tudinally finely striolate anteriad (striolae curving inwards around antennal insertions), smooth and
shining posteriad, except for a few transverse rugulae on upper vertex; pilosity of frons consisting
mainly of appressed and decumbent setulae with a few erect setae on vertex. Eye large, eye width
1.5× greater than greatest width of antennal scape to moderate, eye width 1–1.5× greatest width of
antennal scape; (in full-face view) eyes set below midpoint of head capsule; (viewed in profile) eyes
set around midline of head capsule; eye elliptical, curvature of inner eye margin may be more pro-
nounced than that of its outer margin. Antennal segments 12; antennal club three-segmented.
Clypeal carinae indicated by multiple weak ridges; anteromedian clypeal margin broadly convex to
straight; paraclypeal setae moderately long and fine, curved; posteromedian clypeal margin extend-
ing slightly beyond level of posterior margin of antennal fossae. Anterior tentorial pits situated near-
er antennal fossae than mandibular insertions. Frontal lobes sinuate, divergent posteriad. Weak
psammophore present. Palp formula 2,2. Mandibular teeth three, plus minute, basal denticle or
angle; mandibles with sub-parallel inner and outer margins, striate; masticatory margin of
mandibles approximately vertical or weakly oblique; basal tooth a small to minute denticle or angle,
much smaller than t3 (four teeth present).

MESOSOMA: Promesonotum shining and smooth on dorsum, lower mesopleuron strongly punc-
tate; (viewed in profile) promesonotum broadly convex anteriad, convexity reduced posteriad;
promesonotal setae seven to twelve; standing promesonotal setae a mixture of well-spaced, distinct-
ly longer, erect and semi-erect setae which are curved distally and often paired, interspersed with
much shorter, incurved, decumbent setae; appressed promesonotal setulae well-spaced over entire
promesonotum. Metanotal groove strongly impressed, with distinct transverse costulae. Propodeum
uniformly finely striolate, some punctation on metapleuron; propodeal dorsum flat throughout most
of its length; propodeum smoothly rounded or with indistinct angle; standing propodeal setae vari-
able in number and arrangement, when present usually one prominent pair at propodeal angles or
at midlength, with other shorter setae very sparse or absent; appressed propodeal setulae well-
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