
spaced and sparse; propodeal spiracle equidistant from metanotal groove and declivitous face of
propodeum. Vestibule of propodeal spiracle distinct in some specimens. Propodeal lobes present as
vestigial flanges or small strips of cuticle only.

PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle lateral or laterodorsal and situated within anterior
sector of petiolar node or just at front of node; node (viewed in profile) conical, vertex rounded;
appearance of node shining and smooth throughout; ratio of greatest node breadth (viewed from
front) to greatest node width (viewed in profile) between 1:1 and 3:4; anteroventral petiolar process
absent or vestigial; ventral petiolar lobe absent; height ratio of petiole to postpetiole between 1:1
and 3:4; height–length ratio of postpetiole between 4:3 and 3:4; postpetiole shining and smooth;
postpetiolar sternite without anterior lip or carina, or this structure vestigial.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of well-spaced, erect and semi-erect setae
interspersed with a few appressed setulae.

MESOSOMA: Color yellow-orange to brownish-orange, gaster chocolate with or without yellow-
ish area on anterior sector of first gastral tergite. Worker caste monophasically allometric, i.e., with
variable size, but not morphology among workers from same nest.

LECTOTYPE MEASUREMENTS (M. basale): HML 1.70 HL 0.66 HW 0.58 CeI 88 SL 0.48 SI 83 PW
0.34.

LECTOTYPE MEASUREMENTS (M. vexator): HML 1.78 HL 0.68 HW 0.62 CeI 91 SL 0.50 SI 81
PW 0.36.

OTHER WORKER MEASUREMENTS (non-types): HML 1.31–1.92 HL 0.49–0.76 HW 0.38–0.68 CeI
78–89 SL 0.39–0.52 SI 76–103 PW 0.25–0.40 (n=20).

QUEEN DESCRIPTION.— HEAD: Head rectangular; vertex weakly concave or planar; frons shin-
ing and smooth except for piliferous pits and striolae around antennal sockets, frontal carinae and
below the eyes, and fine rugulae near posterior margin of vertex; frons consisting mainly of decum-
bent setae, with two longitudinal, parallel rows of erect setae straddling the midline. Eye elongate,
elliptical and oblique; (in full-face view) eyes set above midpoint of head capsule; (viewed in pro-
file) eyes set posteriad of midline of head capsule.

MESOSOMA: Anterior mesoscutum smoothly rounded, thereafter more-or-less flattened; prono-
tum, mesoscutum and mesopleuron shining and mainly smooth, vestigial striolae, if present, con-
fined to anterior katepisternum; length–width ratio of mesoscutum and scutellum combined
between 7:3 and 2:1. Axillae a strip of thin cuticle separating mesoscutum and scutellum, each indi-
vidual axilla indistinct. Standing pronotal/mesoscutal setae a mixture of well-spaced, distinctly
longer, erect and semi-erect setae which are curved distally, interspersed with much shorter,
incurved, decumbent setae; appressed pronotal, mescoscutal and mesopleural setulae abundant, par-
ticularly on mesoscutum. Propodeum shining and smooth, with a few weak striolae on metapleu-
ron; always smoothly rounded; propodeal dorsum convex; standing propodeal setae consisting of
one pair anteriad, with or without another pair posteriad; propodeal spiracle nearer metanotal
groove than declivitous face of propodeum; propodeal lobes present as vestigial flanges only, or
absent.

WING: Wing not seen (queen dealated).
PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle lateral and situated slightly anteriad of petiolar

node; (viewed in profile) node conical, vertex rounded; appearance of node shining and smooth;
ratio of greatest node breadth (viewed from front) to greatest node width (viewed in profile) about
1:1. Anteroventral petiolar process absent or vestigial; height ratio of petiole to postpetiole between
4:3 and 1:1; height–length ratio of postpetiole between 4:3 and 1:1; postpetiole shining, with ves-
tigial sculpture; postpetiolar sternite with anterior and posterior margins convergent, forming a nar-
row wedge.
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