
GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting mainly of appressed setae with a few erect
and semi-erect setae.

GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color of foreparts tawny-yellow, gaster brown. Brachypterous alates
not seen. Ergatoid or worker-female intercastes not seen.

QUEEN MEASUREMENTS: HML 3.22–3.46 HL 0.83–0.84 HW 0.76–0.80 CeI 92–95 SL 0.60–0.62
SI 78 PW 0.68–0.89 (n=2).

REMARKS.— Monomorium destructor is very similar to the closely related Monomorium
robustior, but is lighter in color and the eyes tend to be less elongate. Workers within nests also
show more allometric variation than is found in M. robustior. Samples of this tramp species have
been taken in tropical dry forest in north and north-western Madagascar in the Antsiranana and
Mahajanga Provinces, where they have been collected under stones, from a dead branch and by
sweeping. Populations also may be expected to occur generally in severely damaged habitats in
these regions.

Monomorium robustior Forel
Figs. 15, 90.

Monomorium gracillimum r. robustior Forel 1892a:352. Syntype ’s (lectotype here designated), SOMALIA

(MHNG) [examined]. [NB. Misspelled as Monomorium gracillimum r. robustius Forel 1894b:228.]
Monomorium (Parholcomyrmex) gracillimum r. robustior Wheeler W.M. 1922:875.
Monomorium robustior Forel: Bolton 1987:328.

MATERIAL EXAMINED.— LECTOTYPE: , Somalia, C. Keller (MHNG). A lectotype has been chosen to
fix the name for the species, which was originally described as simply a race of Monomorium gracillimum,
itself now a synonym for Monomorium destructor. The specimen, originally on a pin holding three pointed
specimens, has been transferred to a single pin, along with the original labels and a lectotype label.
PARALECTOTYPES: Two pins with 12 and 13 workers, respectively, data the same as for the lectotype (MHNG).
Photocopies of the original labels have been affixed to the pin with the two specimens.

OTHER MATERIAL EXAMINED: Prov. Antananarivo: Antananarivo, 14.xi.1990 P. S. Ward (2 ) (MCZ); Lac
Alarobia [‘Alarobie’], 10 km NE Antananarivo 10.iii.1991,  G.D. Alpert (2 ) (MCZ). Prov. Fianarantsoa:
Forêt Analalava, 29.6 km 280 W Ranohira 1–5.ii.2003 Fisher et al. (1 ). Prov. Mahajanga: Station Forestière
Ampijoroa, 22.xi.1990 (2 ) (MCZ). Prov. Toliara: 18 km NNW Betroka, 29.xi.–4.xii.1994 M.A. Ivie & D.A.
Pollock (8 ) (MCZ); Ehazoara Canyon, 26 km E Betioky 27.iv.1997 B.L. Fisher (8 ); Forêt Mahavelo,
Isantoria Riv., 5.2 km 44 NE Ifotaka 28.i.–1.ii 2001 Fisher et al. (37 ); Forêt Mite, 20.7 km 29 WNW
Tongobory 27.ii–3.iii. 2002 Fisher et al. (79 ); Mahafaly Plateau, 6.2 km 74 ENE Itampolo 21–25.ii.2002
Fisher et al. (10 ); Rés. Berenty, Forêt Bealoka, 14.6 km 329 NNW Amboasary 3–8.ii.2002 Fisher et al. (3 );
Res. Beza Mahafaly [‘Mahafely’], 18.xi.1984 R. L. Brooks (17 ) (MCZ); Tsimanampetsotsa, Bemanateza,
23.0 km 131SE Beheloka, 22–26.iii.2002 Fisher et al. (14 ).

WORKER DESCRIPTION.— HEAD: Head square; vertex planar or weakly concave; frons longi-
tudinally finely striolate anteriad (striolae curving inwards around antennal insertions), smooth and
shining posteriad; pilosity of frons consisting of abundant, incurved, appressed setulae only. Eye
moderate, eye width 1–1.5× greatest width of antennal scape; (in full-face view) eyes set above
midpoint of head capsule to set below midpoint of head capsule; (viewed in profile) eyes set pos-
teriad of midline of head capsule; eye elongate with or without eye narrowed to point anteriad.
Antennal segments 12; antennal club three-segmented. Clypeal carinae indistinct; anteromedian
clypeal margin straight; paraclypeal setae moderately long and fine, curved; posteromedian clypeal
margin approximately level with antennal fossae. Anterior tentorial pits situated nearer antennal
fossae than mandibular insertions. Frontal lobes sinuate, divergent posteriad. Psammophore pres-
ent. Palp formula 2,2. Mandibular teeth three, plus minute, basal denticle or angle; mandibles with
sub-parallel inner and outer margins, striate; masticatory margin of mandibles strongly oblique;
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