
Myrmica contigua Smith 1858:125. Holotype , SRI LANKA (BMNH) [examined]. Syn. under M. pharaonis (L.):
Mayr 1886:359.

MATERIAL EXAMINED.— M. vastator: LECTOTYPE: , Singapore, J. Smith (OXUM). Four syntype
workers are carded, two above and two below, on the one pin. The worker on the lower left-hand side (viewed
from the rear of the pin) is here designated a lectotype to fix the name ‘vastator’ in the interests of stability.
Monomorium pharaonis belongs to a small complex of closely related ants, and was also confused with
Monomorium destructor by early researchers (Bolton 1987). PARALECTOTYPES: Three workers, same data as
the lectotype (OXUM). (The lectotype and three paralectotypes are covered with a uniform, thin layer of glue
and cannot be separated.). M. fragile: LECTOTYPE: , Singapore, J. Smith (BMNH). Four syntype workers
carded on one rectangle. The worker on the lower right (viewed from the rear) is here designated a lectotype
to fix the name ‘fragile’ in the interests of nomenclatural stability. PARALECTOTYPES: Three workers, same data
as the lectotype (BMNH). (The lectotype and three paralectotypes are glued and could not be separated with-
out serious risk of damage.). M. contiguum: HOLOTYPE: ♀, Ceylon. J. Smith (BMNH).

OTHER MATERIAL EXAMINED: Prov. Antsiranana: Rés. Spéc. Ankarana, 22.9 km 224 SW Anivorano Nord
10–16.ii.2001 Fisher et al. (1 ); Sambava, 7.xi.1992 Solomon (1♀) (MCZ). Prov. Fianarantsoa:
Ranomafana NP, Talatakely 14.iv.1998 M.E. Irwin & E.I. Schlinger (4 ). Prov. Mahajanga: P.N.
Ankarafantsika, Ankoririka, 10.6 km 13 NE Tsaramandroso 9–14.iv.2001 Rabeson et al. (1 ).

WORKER DESCRIPTION.— HEAD: Head oval; vertex weakly convex; frons shining and finely
striolate and microreticulate; pilosity of frons consisting of a few short, thick, erect setae inter-
spersed with short, appressed setulae. Eye moderate, eye width 1–1.5× greatest width of antennal
scape; (in full-face view) eyes set above midpoint of head capsule; (viewed in profile) eyes set pos-
teriad of midline of head capsule; eye elliptical, curvature of inner eye margin may be more pro-
nounced than that of its outer margin. Antennal segments 12; antennal club three-segmented.
Clypeal carinae indicated by multiple weak ridges; anteromedian clypeal margin broadly convex;
paraclypeal setae moderately long and fine, curved; posteromedian clypeal margin approximately
level with antennal fossae. Anterior tentorial pits situated nearer antennal fossae than mandibular
insertions. Frontal lobes straight, parallel. Psammophore absent. Palp formula 2,2. Mandibular teeth
four; mandibles with sub-parallel inner and outer margins, striate; masticatory margin of mandibles
approximately vertical or weakly oblique; basal tooth approximately same size as t3 (four teeth
present).

MESOSOMA: Promesonotum shining and microreticulate throughout; (viewed in profile)
promesonotum broadly convex; promesonotal setae two to six; standing promesonotal setae con-
sisting of very short, incurved decumbent setae only; appressed promesonotal setulae well-spaced
over entire promesonotum. Metanotal groove strongly impressed, with distinct transverse costulae.
Propodeum shining and microreticulate; propodeal dorsum flat throughout most of its length;
propodeum smoothly rounded or with indistinct angle; standing propodeal setae consisting of one
prominent pair anteriad, with other shorter setae very sparse or absent; appressed propodeal setulae
well-spaced and sparse; propodeal spiracle equidistant from metanotal groove and declivitous face
of propodeum. Vestibule of propodeal spiracle absent or not visible. Propodeal lobes present as
blunt-angled flanges.

PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle lateral and situated within anterior sector of petio-
lar node; node (viewed in profile) conical, vertex tapered; appearance of node shining and distinct-
ly microreticulate; ratio of greatest node breadth (viewed from front) to greatest node width (viewed
in profile) about 1:1; anteroventral petiolar process present as a thin flange tapering posteriad; ven-
tral petiolar lobe present; height ratio of petiole to postpetiole between 4:3 and 1:1; height–length
ratio of postpetiole about 1:1; postpetiole shining and microreticulate; postpetiolar sternite not
depressed at midpoint, its anterior end an inconspicuous lip or small carina.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of well-spaced, erect and semi-erect setae
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