
interspersed with a few appressed setulae.
GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color yellowish, gastral tergites with brown infuscation in basal sector.

Worker caste monomorphic.
LECTOTYPE MEASUREMENTS (M. vastator): The physical condition and alignment of the worker

does not permit ready measurements.
LECTOTYPE MEASUREMENTS (M. fragile): HML 1.52 HL 0.56 HW 0.42 CeI 75 SL 0.48 SI 114

PW 0.23.
OTHER WORKER MEASUREMENTS: HML 1.39–1.48 HL 0.53–0.56 HW 0.42–0.45 CeI 78–81 SL

0.45–0.49 SI 105–111 PW 0.22–0.28 (n=8).
QUEEN DESCRIPTION.— HEAD: Head square; vertex always planar; frons matt and uniformly

reticulate-punctate; frons a mixture of well-spaced, distinctly longer erect and semi-erect setae
interspersed with shorter setae or setulae, which are decumbent or appressed, longer setae thickest
on vertex. Eye elliptical, curvature of inner eye margin may be more pronounced than that of its
outer margin; eyes (in full-face view) set at about midpoint of head capsule; eyes (viewed in pro-
file) set around midline of head capsule.

MESOSOMA: Anterior mesoscutum smoothly rounded, thereafter more-or-less flattened; prono-
tum, mesoscutum and mesopleuron uniformly reticulate-punctate, punctations tending to form fine
striolae on dorsum of mesoscutum; length-width ratio of mesoscutum and scutellum combined
between 7:3 and 2:1. Axillae narrowly separated (i.e., less than width of one axilla). Standing
pronotal/mesoscutal setae consisting of well-spaced, incurved, erect and semi-erect setae only;
appressed pronotal, mescoscutal and mesopleural setulae well-spaced over entire surface.
Propodeum uniformly reticulate-punctate; always smoothly rounded; propodeal dorsum convex;
standing propodeal setae consisting of two or more pairs of prominent setae anteriad, with a few
decumbent setae around declivitous face; appressed propodeal setulae well-spaced and sparse;
propodeal spiracle equidistant from metanotal groove and declivitous face of propodeum;
propodeal lobes present as bluntly angled flanges.

WING: Wing not seen (queen dealated).
PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle lateral and situated within anterior sector of petio-

lar node; node (viewed in profile) conical, vertex tapered; appearance of node matt and reticulate-
punctate; ratio of greatest node breadth (viewed from front) to greatest node width (viewed in pro-
file) about 1:1. Anteroventral petiolar process absent or vestigial; height ratio of petiole to postpeti-
ole about 1:1; height–length ratio of postpetiole about 4:3; postpetiole matt and reticulate-punctate;
postpetiolar sternite forming a narrow wedge-shaped projection through strong convergence of its
anterior and posterior ends.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of well-spaced, erect and semi-erect setae
interspersed with a few appressed setulae.

GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color orange-yellow, gaster brown, with large, yellow sector at apex of
first tergite. Brachypterous alates not seen. Ergatoid or worker-female intercastes not seen.

HOLOTYPE MEASUREMENTS (M. contiguum): HML 2.43 HL 0.68 HW 0.63 CeI 93 SL 0.62 SI 98
PW 0.73.

OTHER QUEEN MEASUREMENTS: HML 2.37 HL 0.66 HW 0.62 CeI 94 SL 0.58 SI 94 PW 0.52
(n=1).

REMARKS.— One of several tramp species in the M. destructor and M. salomonis groups found
in Madagascar, M. pharaonis has recently been recorded from tropical dry forest and secondary
rainforest. However, because of its anthropophilic nature, this ant probably has a wider distribution
in Madagascar than these few (non-urban) records suggest.
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