
tum, mesoscutum and mesopleuron uniformly finely punctate-microreticulate; length-width ratio of
mesoscutum and scutellum combined between 2:1 and 3:2. Axillae narrowly separated (i.e., less
than width of one axilla). Standing pronotal/mesoscutal setae sparse or absent; appressed pronotal,
mescoscutal and mesopleural setulae well- spaced over entire pronotum/mesonotum. Propodeum
entirely microreticulate-striolate; propodeum smoothly rounded or with indistinct angle; propodeal
dorsum slightly elevated anteriad and sloping away posteriad, propodeal angles not raised; stand-
ing propodeal setae absent; appressed propodeal setulae well-spaced and sparse; propodeal spiracle
nearer metanotal groove than declivitous face of propodeum; propodeal lobes present as well-devel-
oped, rounded flanges or bluntly angled flanges.

WING: Wing not seen (queens dealated).
PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle lateral and situated within anterior sector of petio-

lar node; node, in profile, cuneate, vertex rounded; appearance of node matt and microreticulate,
rugose posteriad; ratio of greatest node breadth (viewed from front) to greatest node width (viewed
in profile) about 1:1. Anteroventral petiolar process present as a thin flange tapering posteriad;
height ratio of petiole to postpetiole between 3:2 and 1:1; height–length ratio of postpetiole between
4:3 and 1:1; postpetiole shining and microreticulate; postpetiolar sternite without anterior lip or
carina, or this structure vestigial.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of long, appressed setae and one or two semi-
erect setae, or, standing setae completely absent.

GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color tawny, variegated brown. Brachypterous alates not seen. Ergatoid
or worker-female intercastes not seen.

QUEEN MEASUREMENTS: HML 3.13–3.43; HL 0.91–0.92; HW 0.79–0.86; CeI 89–93; SL
0.70–0.79; SI 89–92; PW 0.68–0.74 (n=4).

MALE.— I have only seen damaged male specimens (lectotypes for the taxa Monomorium sur-
coufi, M. cabrerai and M. cabrerai obscuripes). As there has been controversy over the assignment
to M. subopacum of at least the males of Monomorium cabrerai obscuripes and the other males are
tattered and lack body parts, no formal description of the abovementioned males is included here.

MALE TYPE MEASUREMENTS: LECTOTYPE MEASUREMENTS (Monomorium surcoufi): HL 0.88 HW
0.98 CeI 111. (NB. Lectotype lacks antennae, postpetiole and gaster). HOLOTYPE MEASUREMENTS

(Monomorium cabrerai): HML (Holotype lacks postpetiole and gaster) HL 0.89 HW 0.96 CeI 108
SL 0.29 SI 30 PW 1.00. LECTOTYPE MEASUREMENTS (Monomorium cabrerai obscuripes): HML 3.17
HL 0.79 HW 0.86 CeI 109 SL 0.30 SI 35 PW 0.80.

REMARKS.— Bolton (1987) recognized this species from Madagascar on the basis of a short
series from Maevatanana (“Maevantanara”); however, there are no Malagasy specimens in the
CAS, despite the huge amount of Monomorium material collected by Brian Fisher and his teams
since the early 1990s. The Malagasy component in the description and measurements provided
above includes details from six specimens held at UCDC and three specimens from the same series
held at MCZ. Monomorium subopacum is very similar to Monomorium willowmorense (below), but
those worker specimens I have seen of the former can be distinguished from M. willowmorense by
their finely granulate-reticulate frons, uniformly sculptured promesonotal humeri and a longer
antennal scape (SI > 100 in M. subopacum and < 100 in M. willowmorense). Nonetheless, the dif-
ferences that separate the two are small, and in view of the variability to be found in M. subopacum
(note the voluminous entries above!) I would not be surprised if molecular–based investigations
resulted in M. willowmorense being added to the already overburdened synonymic list for M. sub-
opacum.

Several of the synonyms are those of taxa originally described from males. The spurious genus
‘Paraphacota’ incorporated three such taxa, and what appears to me to be two distinct species. The
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