
LECTOTYPE MEASUREMENTS (M. latinode bruneum): HML 2.03 HL 0.73 HW 0.59 CeI 81 SL
0.56 SI 95 PW 0.46.

LECTOTYPE MEASUREMENTS (M. voeltzkowi): HML 1.66 HL 0.60 HW 0.46 CeI 77 SL 0.46 SI
100 PW 0.36.

OTHER WORKER MEASUREMENTS (non-types): HML 1.83–2.29 HL 0.65–0.83 HW 0.52–0.73 CeI
79–88 SL 0.50–0.62 SI 85–98 PW 0.38–0.49 (n=20).

REMARKS.— This species, currently the sole member of the M. latinode group, has an appear-
ance somewhat suggestive of taxa from the Australasian M. rubriceps species group. However,
none of the latter has a PF of 3,3, and this count may represent an ancestral plesiomorphy, if indeed
the ant is a member of that group. Certainly, the species has no close connections with the remain-
ing African and Malagasy Monomorium fauna. The type specimens for the nominal taxa currently
associated with M. latinode (i.e., ‘M. latinode’, ‘M. latinode bruneum’ and ‘M. voeltzkowi’) show
variation in color and size, and the lectotype of M. latinode also exhibits some differences in the
appearance of the head capsule. Apart from an excellent series from the Province Fianarantsoa and
a small number from Province Antsiranana (MCZ) from tropical and lowland rainforest, I have seen
no other Malagasy material pertaining to this tramp species. Malagasy specimens have been col-
lected on low vegetation and on the ground.

THE MONOMORIUM-GROUP

Monomorium bifidoclypeatum Heterick, sp. nov.
Figs. 17, 46–47.

ETYMOLOGY.— Latin ‘bifidus’ (‘split into two parts’) +‘clypeatus’ (‘provided with a shield’)
MATERIAL EXAMINED.— HOLOTYPE: , Prov. Antsiranana, RS Manongarivo 17.3 km 218 SW

Antanambao 1580 m 14°01′3″S, 48°25′1″E, 160 m. 27.x.1998, B.L. Fisher 1972# /beating low vegetation
montane rainforest/ 1972(05)–1 (CAS). PARATYPES: Prov. Antsiranana: (all specimens with same collection
data as holotype): 1 (ANIC); 1 (BMNH); 1♀ (CAS); 1 (MCZ).

OTHER MATERIAL EXAMINED: Prov. Antsiranana: R. S. Manongarivo, 17.3 km 218 SW Antanambao
27.x.1998 B.L. Fisher (1 ); R.S. Manongarivo, 20.4 km 219 SW Antanambao 3.xi.1998 B.L. Fisher (6 ).
Prov. Fianarantsoa: 36 km S Ambalavao, Res Andringitra 29.x.1993 B.L. Fisher (1 ).

WORKER DESCRIPTION.— HEAD: Head square, or rectangular; vertex planar or weakly con-
cave; frons shining and smooth except for piliferous pits; pilosity of frons a mixture of well-spaced,
distinctly longer erect and semi-erect setae interspersed with shorter decumbent setae or setulae.
Eye large, eye width 1.5× greater than greatest width of antennal scape, to moderate, eye width
1–1.5× greatest width of antennal scape; (in full-face view) eyes set at about midpoint of head cap-
sule; (viewed in profile) eyes set around midline of head capsule; eye elliptical, curvature of inner
eye margin may be more pronounced than that of its outer margin; Antennal segments 12; antennal
club three-segmented. Clypeal carinae always well-defined; anteromedian clypeal margin straight
between strongly divergent clypeal carinae, clypeus descending almost vertically to arc of
mandibles and sometimes transversely carinate below level of antennal insertions; paraclypeal setae
moderately long and fine, curved; posteromedian clypeal margin extending slightly beyond level of
posterior margin of antennal fossae, or, approximately level with antennal fossae. Anterior tentori-
al pits situated nearer antennal fossae than mandibular insertions. Frontal lobes sinuate, divergent
posteriad. Psammophore absent. Mandibular teeth three, plus minute, basal denticle or angle;
mandibles with sub-parallel inner and outer margins, smooth (except for piliferous pits); mastica-
tory margin of mandibles approximately vertical or weakly oblique; basal tooth a small to minute
denticle or angle, much smaller than t3 (four teeth present).
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