
ole to postpetiole between 4:3 and 1:1; height–length ratio of postpetiole between 3:2 and 4:3; post-
petiole shining, with vestigial sculpture; postpetiolar sternite without anterior lip or carina, or this
structure vestigial.

WING: Wing not seen (queen dealated).
GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of well-spaced, erect and semi-erect setae

interspersed with a few appressed setulae.
GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color yellow or yellowish-brown. Brachypterous alates not seen.

Ergatoid or worker-female intercastes not seen.
QUEEN MEASUREMENTS: HML 2.18 HL 0.61 HW 0.58 CeI 95 SL 0.48 SI 83 PW 0.44 (n=1).
REMARKS.— This species appears to belong to a complex of very similar ants in which the

head of the worker is relatively broad and the body is shiny and somewhat streamlined.
Monomorium bifidoclypeatum has strongly defined clypeal carinae, and the anteromedian sector of
the clypeus is depressed so that it forms an almost vertical, triangular plate. Seen in profile, the
clypeal angle is approximately 90º. In other members of this complex, however, the clypeal carinae
are poorly developed or obsolete, although the general conformation of the clypeus is the same.
Monomorium bifidoclypeatum also has a distinct basal mandibular tooth, this anatomical feature
being much reduced or even absent in the other species, except for M. chnodes. The sole known
queen is rather similar in appearance to queens of M. termitobium (typical form). All but one of the
specimens I have seen come from Antsiranana Province, where they were collected by beating low
vegetation or by sifting litter from montane rainforest. One worker was collected as a forager in
montane rainforest in Andringitra Reserve, Fianarantsoa Province.

Monomorium chnodes Heterick, sp. nov.
Figs. 17, 48–49.

ETYMOLOGY.— Greek ‘chnodes’ (‘downy’)
MATERIAL EXAMINED.— HOLOTYPE: , Prov. Toamasina, Mont Akirindro 7.6 km 341 NNW

Ambinanitelo 15°17′3″S, 49°32′9″E 600 m, 17–21.iii.2003, Fisher et al. BLF8250/ sifted litter rainforest/
CASENT 0025716 8250(50) (CAS). PARATYPES: Prov. Toliara (all specimens with same collection data as
holotype; one worker with collection code 8250, other specimens with collection code 8322): 13 (ANIC);
13 (BMNH); 1♀ (CAS); 13 + 1♀ (MCZ).

OTHER MATERIAL EXAMINED: Prov. Toliara: 6.9 km NE Ambanizana 2.xii.1993 B.L. Fisher (9 , 2♀).
Prov. Toamasina: Mont. Akirindro, 7.6 km 341 NNW Ambinanitelo 17–21.iii.2003 Fisher et al. (25 , 6♀);
Mont Anjanaharibe, 18.0 km 21 NNE Ambinanitelo 8–12.iii.2003 Fisher et al. (32 , 6♀); Mont Anjanaharibe,
19.5 km 27 NNE Ambinanitelo 12–16.iii.2003 Fisher et al. (16 , 6♀).

WORKER DESCRIPTION.— HEAD: Head rectangular; vertex planar or weakly concave; frons
shining and smooth except for piliferous pits; pilosity of frons a mixture of incurved, semi-erect
setae and slightly shorter decumbent setae. Eye moderate, eye width 1–1.5× greatest width of anten-
nal scape; (in full-face view) eyes set above midpoint of head capsule; (viewed in profile) eyes set
around midline of head capsule; eye elliptical, curvature of inner eye margin may be more pro-
nounced than that of its outer margin. Antennal segments 12; antennal club three-segmented.
Clypeal carinae indistinct; anteromedian clypeal margin straight; paraclypeal setae moderately long
and fine, curved; posteromedian clypeal margin approximately level with antennal fossae. Anterior
tentorial pits situated nearer antennal fossae than mandibular insertions. Frontal lobes sinuate,
divergent posteriad. Psammophore absent. Palp formula 2,2. Mandibular teeth five, or, four;
mandibles with sub-parallel inner and outer margins, smooth (except for piliferous pits); mastica-
tory margin of mandibles strongly oblique; basal tooth approximately same size as t4 (five teeth
present), or, approximately same size as t3 (four teeth present).
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