
MESOSOMA: Mesoscutum broadly convex; pronotum and mesoscutum shining and mainly
smooth, vestigial striolae, if present, confined to lower anterior mesopleuron; parapsidal furrows
vestigial or absent; notauli absent; axillae widely separated (i.e., by width of at least one axilla),
axilla fused with scutellum to narrowly separated (i.e., less than width of one axilla).

WING: Wing veins predominantly depigmented, with distal segments reduced to vestigial lines;
vein m–cu absent; vein cu–a absent.

PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle lateral and situated slightly anteriad of petiolar
node; node (viewed in profile) conical, vertex tapered, appearance of node shining and smooth;
ratio of greatest node breadth (viewed from front) to greatest node width (viewed in profile)
between 4:3 and 1:1; anteroventral petiolar process absent or vestigial; height ratio of petiole to
postpetiole between 1:1 and 3:4; height–length ratio of postpetiole between 2:1 and 4:3; postpeti-
ole shining, with vestigial sculpture.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of well-spaced, semi-erect setae interspersed
with a few appressed setulae.

GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color light to medium brown, appendages pure brown to off-white.
MALE MEASUREMENTS: HML 1.37–1.96 HL 0.41–0.51 HW 0.42–0.48 CeI 102–116 SL

0.10–0.19 SI 24–34 PW 0.44–0.66 (n=11).
REMARKS.— Monomorium exiguum ranges throughout Madagascar, but is most abundant in

Toliara Province, where is it is often among the most commonly collected Monomorium in sifted
litter samples. Interestingly, the paler ‘flavescens’ and ‘bulawayense’ forms also occur in
Madagascar, along with M. exiguum sensu stricto. In the taxon faurei the head is darker than the
mesosoma, and the gaster is pale with darker infuscation on its basal half, as well as on the sides of
the first gastral tergite. This variant, too, is quite common on Madagascar. Monomorium exiguum
workers from Madagascar tend to have a slightly more tapered petiolar node than their counterparts
on the African mainland.

Based on comparative type material I have seen, Monomorium exiguum is part of a complex
that includes, at least, the exclusively African Monomorium mictile Forel, Monomorium rosae
Santschi and Monomorium taedium Bolton. An 11-segmented antenna, an elongate and flattened
head capsule, weakly developed clypeal carinae, a dorsally rather flattened rather than evenly con-
vex propodeum and the low, strongly conical form of the petiole are common to all of these taxa.
Monomorium rosae is placed in a different complex by Bolton (1987) on the basis of the appear-
ance of the worker postpetiole, but in actual fact, the shape of the postpetiole in larger, darker spec-
imens of Monomorium exiguum approaches that of M. rosae, if it is not identical. The degree of
obliqueness seen in the posterior face of the postpetiole appears to be proportional to the size of the
worker, rather than a distinct feature at the species level, let alone the species-complex level, in all
three species mentioned above.

The distinction between the above four species, if indeed it truly exists, is minimal. In appear-
ance the workers form a continuum, with the bright yellow M. mictile being the smallest species
and the very dark M. rosae the largest. To give just one instance, the relevant measurements sup-
plied by Bolton (1987) for M. exiguum (40 specimens) and M. rosae (12 specimens) certainly give
this reviser pause for thought! With M. exiguum in regular font, M. rosae in bold, these read: TL
(i.e., total length); 1.5–1.7/1.6–2.0 HL 0.36–0.42/0.42–0.50, HW 0.28–0.32/0.33–0.40 CI (=CeI)
74–80/76–82 SL 0.22–0.27/0.28–0.35 SI 74–84/85–94 PW 0.17–0.21/0.21–0.25 AL (i.e., mesoso-
ma length) 0.36–0.44/0.42–0.56. Apart from the larger size, the only real difference that I can dis-
cern between a M. rosae Santschi syntype from the Democratic Republic of Congo and large,
brown specimens of M. exiguum I have seen from Madagascar is the presence of faint sculpture on
the lower mesopleuron in M. rosae. Fresh M. rosae material, which I have not seen, is said by
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