
Bolton to be ‘blackish-brown to black’.
Monomorium mictile is separated from M. exiguum by Bolton (1987) on the basis of the pres-

ence or absence of erect infrahumeral setae. These are supposedly absent in M. mictile and long and
erect in M. exiguum. In fact the setae are present, but short and appressed in M. mictile. This par-
ticular character does not seem to be useful as a means of separating similar species in the M.
monomorium species group, at least in Madagascar. Where hundreds or even thousands of workers
are available for examination, I have noticed variability in the number, length and alignment of the
promesonotal setae, including differences in the length and alignment of the infrahumeral setae.
This phenomenon may not be recognizable where only a few, isolated specimens are available for
study. For now, I would allow for the separation of M. mictile from M. exiguum, as all Malagasy
specimens I have seen of the latter have erect or semi-erect infrahumeral setae (albeit of different
lengths). The same applies to Monomorium taedium, for which I have seen three paratype workers.
Apart from their somewhat larger size (HW = 0.34 mm) and lack of erect infrahumeral setae they
look exactly like brown M. exiguum. Interestingly, the postpetiole of the paratype specimens of M.
taedium is quite globose, as in smaller M. exiguum.

As well as six syntypes of M. mictile, I have also examined 15 syntype workers of the form
Monomorium exiguum mictile ‘sudanicum’ and the lectotype worker of Monomorium minutissimus,
both of which taxa Bolton regarded as conspecific with M. mictile. The ‘sudanicum’ workers are
certainly the same species as the M. mictile syntypes and share the same uniform, bright yellow col-
oration, but I differ with Bolton on the identity of the headless lectotype worker of M. minutissi-
mum. Leaving aside the absence of the head (which was said by Santschi to be yellowish-brown
like the gaster), the morphology of this specimen is identical with that of the M. faurei type mate-
rial, and has the typical coloration of this form of M. exiguum. I therefore consider this taxon to be
a junior synonym of M. exiguum rather than M. mictile. (NB. Because of the way the ant is glued
on its side to its rectangle, the infrahumeral setae are not readily apparent, and may have been
destroyed during the mounting process.)

Monomorium flavimembra Heterick, sp. nov.
Figs. 19, 53–54.

ETYMOLOGY.— Latin ‘flavus’ (yellow) + pl. of ‘membrum’ (neut. ‘member’)
MATERIAL EXAMINED.— HOLOTYPE: , Prov. Antsiranana, Réserve Spéciale Ambre, 3.5 km 235 SW

Sakaramy 325m, 12 29’S, 49 15’E, 26–31.i.2001, Fisher et al. BLF# 2676 /ex rotten log tropical dry forest/
CASENT 0401520 (CAS). PARATYPES: Prov. Antsiranana (three workers and three queens collection code
2676, seven workers collection code 2679, otherwise data as for the holotype): 12 (ANIC); 1 + 12♀ + 12
(BMNH); 1 (CAS) 1♀ + 12 + 2 (MCZ). OTHER MATERIAL EXAMINED: Prov. Antsiranana: Montagne
Français, 7.2 km 142 SE Diego Suarez 22–28.ii.2001 Fisher et al. (2 ); Résérve Spéciale Ambre, 3.5 km 235
SW Sakaramy 26–31.i.2001 Fisher et al. (15 , 1♀); Rés. Spéc. Ankarana, 22.9 km 224 SW Anivorano Nord
10–16.ii.2001 Fisher et al. (67 ); Rés. Spéc. Ankarana, 13.6 km 192 SSW Anivorano Nord 16–21.ii.2001
Fisher et al. (2 )

WORKER DESCRIPTION.— HEAD: Head oval; vertex planar or weakly concave; frons shining
and smooth except for piliferous pits; pilosity of frons a mixture of well-spaced, distinctly longer
erect and semi-erect setae interspersed with shorter decumbent setae or setulae. Eye moderate, eye
width 1–1.5× greatest width of antennal scape; (in full-face view) eyes set below midpoint of head
capsule; (viewed in profile) eyes set around midline of head capsule; eye elliptical, curvature of
inner eye margin may be more pronounced than that of its outer margin. Antennal segments 12;
antennal club three-segmented. Clypeal carinae indistinct; anteromedian clypeal margin broadly
convex; paraclypeal setae short and thickened, not reaching basal margin of closed mandibles; pos-
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