
petiolar node; node, in profile conical, vertex rounded; appearance of node shining and smooth;
ratio of greatest node breadth to greatest node width about 1:1. Anterior petiolar process absent or
vestigial; height ratio of petiole to postpetiole about 1:1; height–length ratio of postpetiole between
3:2 and 4:3; postpetiole shining and smooth; postpetiolar sternite without anterior lip or carina, or
this structure vestigial.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of well-spaced, erect and semi-erect setae
interspersed with a few appressed setulae.

GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color head, gaster brown, mesosoma and nodes yellowish.
Brachypterous alates not seen. Ergatoid or worker-female intercastes not seen.

LECTOTYPE MEASUREMENTS (M. impressum): HML 1.88 HL 0.72 HW 0.59 CeI 81 SL 0.60 SI
103 PW 0.42.

OTHER QUEEN MEASUREMENTS: HML 1.75–1.88 HL 0.54–0.55 HW 0.44–0.46 CeI 82–85 SL
0.39–0.40 SI 85–89 PW 0.31–0.33.

MALE DESCRIPTION.— HEAD: Head width–mesosoma width ratio between 4:3 and1:1; frons
smooth to finely striolate. Compound eyes protuberant and elliptical; margin of compound eye mar-
gin of compound eye nearly abutting clypeus. Ocelli weakly turreted. Ratio of length of first funic-
ular segment of antenna to second funicular segment between 3:4 and 2:3. Maximum number of
mandibular teeth and denticles three.

MESOSOMA: Mesoscutum broadly convex; pronotum and mesoscutum shining and mainly
smooth, vestigial striolae, if present, confined to anterior katepisternum. Parapsidal furrows vestig-
ial or absent; notauli absent. Axillae narrowly separated (i.e., less than width of one axilla).

WING: Wing veins predominantly depigmented, with distal segments reduced to vestigial lines;
vein m–cu absent; vein cu–a absent.

PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle lateral and situated within anterior sector of petio-
lar node. Petiolar node, (viewed in profile) conical, vertex rounded; appearance of node shining and
smooth; ratio of greatest node breadth (viewed from front) to greatest node width (viewed in pro-
file) between 4:3 and 1:1. Anterior petiolar process absent or vestigial. Height ratio of petiole to
postpetiole between 4:3 and 1:1; height–length ratio of postpetiole between 2:1 and 3:2; postpeti-
ole shining and microreticulate.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of well-spaced, semi-erect setae interspersed
with a few appressed setulae.

GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color uniformly brown.
MALE MEASUREMENTS: HML 1.68 HL 0.46 HW 0.50 CeI 109 SL 0.16 SI 0.32 PW 0.44.
REMARKS.— Workers of this species bear a striking resemblance in appearance and morphol-

ogy to dark-headed, bicolored specimens of Monomorium termitobium, but can be distinguished by
the combination of a uniformly dark brown or chocolate head and gaster. In M. termitobium the
gaster is not uniformly dark brown or black, although it may be a dingy brownish-yellow or yellow
with dark infuscation. The petiolar node in all Malagasy specimens of M. floricola that I have seen
is also very low and broadly conical to tumular, barely higher than the postpetiole. The ventral sur-
face of the petiole lacks a lobe of any description. Monomorium termitobium workers possess a
petiolar node that is distinctly higher than the postpetiole, even when it is low conical in shape, and
a subpetiolar lobe of varying degrees is always present. 

Monomorium floricola, an exotic introduction, has been collected throughout Madagascar, but
populations are principally in the drier, western parts of the island. Material in the CAS collection
comes mainly from gallery forest, where individual workers have been taken in malaise traps and
by beating. One small series has also been collected from an above ground rot pocket in a tree.
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