
also clearly separable from those of the latter species. All collections have been made in rainforest
on the east coast of Madagascar in the provinces of Antsiranana, Fianarantsoa and Toamasina, usu-
ally in sifted leaf litter, mould or rotten wood. The very reduced eyes and depigmented coloration
suggest this species is strongly adapted to a cryptic lifeway.

Monomorium nigricans Heterick, sp. nov.
Figs. 20, 65–66.

ETYMOLOGY.— Latin ‘nigricans’ (‘blackish’).
MATERIAL EXAMINED.— HOLOTYPE: , Prov. Toliara, Rés. Cap Sainte Marie, 12.3 km 262º W

Marovato 25º34′90″S, 45º10′10″E 200 m, 11–15.ii.2002 B. Fisher et al. BLF 5500/ sifted litter, spiny
forest/thicket/ CASENT 0020200 5500(LO) (CAS). PARATYPES: Prov. Toliara (one worker collection code
5500, one worker collection code 5502, eleven males collection code 5504, otherwise data as for the holotype):
12♂ (ANIC); 13♂ + 1 (BMNH); 12♂ (CAS); 13♂ + 1♂ + 1 (MCZ).

OTHER MATERIAL EXAMINED: Prov. Toliara: 18 km NNW Betroka, 29.xi.–4.xii.1994 M.A. Ivie & D.A.
Pollock (18 ) (MCZ); Res. Beza Mahafaly [‘Mahafely’], 18.xi.1984 R.L. Brooks (14 ) (MCZ); Cap Sainte
Marie, 14.9 km 261 W Marovato 13–19.ii.2002 Fisher et al. (14 ); Forêt Mahavelo, Isantoria Riv. 5.2 km 44
NE Ifotaka 28.i–1.ii.2002 B.L. Fisher (1♂); Forêt Mite, 20.7 km 29 WNW Tongobory 27.ii–3.iii.2002 Fisher
et al. (1 ); Mahafaly Plateau, 6.2 km 74 ENE Itampolo 25.ii.2002 Fisher at al. (2); P.N. Isalo, Ambovo
Springs, 29.3 km 4 N Ranohira 9–14.ii.2003 Fisher et al. (1♀); Réserve Berenty, 10.xii.1992 B.L. Fisher (2 )
Rés. Berenty, Forêt Malaza, 8.6 km 314 NW Amboasary 6.ii.2002 Fisher et al. (9♂).

WORKER DESCRIPTION.— HEAD: Head rectangular; vertex planar or weakly concave; frons
shining and smooth except for piliferous pits; pilosity of frons a mixture of well-spaced, distinctly
longer erect and semi-erect setae interspersed with shorter decumbent setae or setulae. Eye large,
eye width 1.5× greater than greatest width of antennal scape; (in full-face view) eyes set at about
midpoint of head capsule; (viewed in profile) eyes set anteriad of midline of head capsule, or, set
around midline of head capsule; eye elliptical, curvature of inner eye margin may be more pro-
nounced than that of its outer margin. Antennal segments 11; antennal club three-segmented.
Clypeal carinae weakly to strongly defined; anteromedian clypeal margin straight; paraclypeal setae
moderately long and fine, curved; posteromedian clypeal margin extending slightly beyond level of
posterior margin of antennal fossae. Anterior tentorial pits situated nearer antennal fossae than
mandibular insertions. Frontal lobes sinuate, divergent posteriad. Psammophore absent. Palp for-
mula 2,2. Mandibular teeth three, plus minute, basal denticle or angle; mandibles linear-triangular
and smooth (except for piliferous pits); masticatory margin of mandibles strongly oblique; basal
tooth a small to minute denticle or angle, much smaller than t3 (four teeth present).

MESOSOMA: Promesonotum shining and mainly smooth, vestigial striolae, if present, confined
to lower anterior mesopleuron; (viewed in profile) promesonotum broadly convex; promesonotal
setae seven to twelve; standing promesonotal setae a mixture of well-spaced, distinctly longer, erect
and semi-erect setae which are curved distally and often paired, interspersed with much shorter,
incurved, decumbent setae; appressed promesonotal setulae few, mainly on dorsum of promesono-
tum. Metanotal groove weakly impressed, with faint costulae or costulae lacking. Propodeum shin-
ing and smooth, with a few distinct striolae on metapleuron; propodeal dorsum convex; propodeum
always smoothly rounded; standing propodeal setae consisting of one prominent pair anteriad, with
other shorter setae very sparse or absent; appressed propodeal setulae very sparse or absent;
propodeal spiracle equidistant from metanotal groove and declivitous face of propodeum. Vestibule
of propodeal spiracle absent or not visible. Propodeal lobes present as vestigial flanges or small
strips of cuticle only.

PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle lateral and situated within anterior sector of petio-
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