
lar node; node (viewed in profile) conical, vertex tapered to conical, vertex rounded; appearance of
node shining and smooth throughout; ratio of greatest node breadth (viewed from front) to greatest
node width (viewed in profile) about 1:1; anteroventral petiolar process absent or vestigial; ventral
petiolar lobe present; height ratio of petiole to postpetiole between 4:3 and 1:1; height-length ratio
of postpetiole about 4:3; postpetiole shining and smooth; postpetiolar sternite without anterior lip
or carina, or this structure vestigial.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of well-spaced, erect and semi-erect setae
interspersed with a few appressed setulae.

GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color dark reddish-brown to almost black. Worker caste monomorphic.
HOLOTYPE MEASUREMENTS: HML 1.08 HL 0.42 HW 0.37 CeI 87 SL 0.30 SI 82 PW 0.25.
OTHER WORKER MEASUREMENTS: HML 1.00–1.12 HL 0.39–0.44 HW 0.34–0.38 CeI 84–90 SL

0.29–0.33 SI 82–89 PW 0.22–0.25 (n=19).
MALE DESCRIPTION.— HEAD: (In full-face view) head width–mesosoma width ratio between

4:3 and 1:1; frons finely micropunctate. Compound eyes protuberant and elliptical; margin of com-
pound eye clearly separated from posterior margin of clypeus. Ocelli not turreted. Ratio of length
of first funicular segment of antenna to second funicular segment between 2:3 and 1:2. Maximum
number of mandibular teeth and denticles three.

MESOSOMA: Mesoscutum broadly convex; pronotum and mesoscutum shining and microretic-
ulate throughout; parapsidal furrows vestigial or absent; notauli absent; axillae widely separated
(i.e., by width of at least one axilla), axilla fused with scutellum.

WING: Wing veins predominantly depigmented, with distal segments reduced to vestigial lines;
vein m–cu absent; vein cu–a absent.

PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle lateral and situated slightly anteriad of petiolar
node; node (viewed in profile) conical, vertex tapered; appearance of node shining and microretic-
ulate; ratio of greatest node breadth (viewed from front) to greatest node width (viewed in profile)
about 4:3; anteroventral petiolar process absent or vestigial; height ratio of petiole to postpetiole
about 3:4; height–length ratio of postpetiole between 2:1 and 3:2; postpetiole shining and
microreticulate.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of a mixture of incurved, semi-erect setae and
slightly shorter decumbent setae.

GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color chocolate.
MALE MEASUREMENTS: HML 1.73–2.07 HL 0.45–0.55 HW 0.53–0.65 CeI 102–118 SL

0.12–0.18 SI 21–33 PW 0.53–0.73 (n=20).
REMARKS.— This smallish species, the only Malagasy Monomorium apart from Monomorium

exiguum that has an 11-segmented antenna, appears to be confined to Toliara Province, where it is
not uncommon in spiny forest. Several workers and males have also been collected in gallery and
tropical dry forests. The profile of the worker mesosoma of Monomorium nigricans is not unlike
that of the African Monomorium bequaerti Forel (Fig. 92 in Bolton 1987), but the postpetiole is
more rounded and the color is much darker than in bequaerti. The relationship of this species to
other small African and Malagasy Monomorium is uncertain, but the appearance of the worker and
the male suggests it may belong to the M. exiguum complex. Workers have been collected in sifted
litter or from beating low vegetation, or as ground foragers, and ground nests and nests in dead
twigs have also produced worker specimens. Males have been taken in malaise traps.

Monomorium platynodis Heterick, sp. nov.
Figs. 22, 63–64.

ETYMOLOGY.— Greek ‘platys’ (flat) + pl. of masc. ‘nodus’
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