
MALE DESCRIPTION.— HEAD: Head width-mesosoma width ratio between 1:1 and 3:4; frons
finely micropunctate. Compound eyes protuberant and elliptical; margin of compound eye clearly
separated from posterior margin of clypeus. Ocelli not turreted. Ratio of length of first funicular
segment of antenna to second funicular segment about 1:1. Maximum number of mandibular teeth
and denticles three.

MESOSOMA: Mesoscutum broadly convex; pronotum and mesoscutum shining, with dorsum of
mesoscutum faintly striolate. Parapsidal furrows vestigial or absent; notauli absent. Axillae separat-
ed by width of at least one axilla.

WING: Wing veins predominantly depigmented, with distal segments reduced to vestigial lines;
vein m–cu absent; vein cu–a absent.

PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle lateral and situated within anterior sector of petio-
lar node. Node (viewed in profile) conical, vertex rounded; appearance of node shining and smooth;
ratio of greatest node breadth (viewed from front) to greatest node width (viewed in profile) about
4:3. Anteroventral petiolar process absent or vestigial. Height ratio of petiole to postpetiole between
4:3 and 1:1; height–length ratio of postpetiole between 4:3 and 1:1; postpetiole shining and smooth.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of well-spaced, semi-erect setae.
GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color brown.
MALE MEASUREMENTS: HML 1.31–1.44; HL 0.40–0.41; HW 0.35–0.38; CeI 88–93; SL

0.14–0.17; SI 39–46; PW 0.42–0.44 (n=3).
REMARKS.— Monomorium platynodis is a rather rare species, which, nonetheless, ranges

throughout the entire island of Madagascar. Recorded material comes from Antsiranana,
Mahajanga, Toamasina and Toliara provinces. The uniformly orange workers are immediately iden-
tifiable through their truncated clypeus, three-toothed mandibles and high nodes. The very small
males (the queen is not known) resemble those of M. exiguum. The mandible of the male also has
three strong teeth, and the entire anterior clypeal margin is straight and well-separated from the
basal margin of the mandible. The male node seen in full-face view is bimodal. Specimens of M.
platynodis have been collected from sifted litter and by hand from a rotten log in tropical dry for-
est and rainforest.

Monomorium sakalavum Santschi
Figs. 23, 1–11.

Monomorium sakalavum Santschi, 1928:196. Syntype s (lectotype here designated), MADAGASCAR: Nosi be
(NHMB) [examined].

MATERIAL EXAMINED.— LECTOTYPE: , Madagascar, Nosi be [= Nosy be], Decarpentries (NHMB –
Reg. No. 210). The lectotype fixes the name of the taxon for the typical, reddish form of the species with
scapes that exceed the vertex of the head. The carded lectotype is the ant on the top rectangle on a pin hold-
ing three ants, each occupying one card rectangle. PARALECTOTYPES: Two workers, data the same as for the lec-
totype (NHMB). The two workers occupy the second and third rectangles, respectively, on the pin mentioned
above.

OTHER MATERIAL EXAMINED: Prov. Antsiranana: B.L. Fisher; Forêt Anabohazo, 21.6 km 247 WSW
Maromandia 11–16.iii.2001 Fisher et al. (16 , 1♀); Montagne Français, 7.2 km 142 SE Diego Suarez
22–28.ii.2001 Fisher et al. (17 , 3♀); Rés. Spéc. Ankarana, 22.9 km 224 SW Anivorano Nord 10–16.ii.2001
Fisher et al. (1 ); Rés. Spéc. Ankarana, 13.6 km 192 SSW Anivorano Nord 16–21.ii.2001 Fisher et al. (10 ,
1♀); Prov. Mahajanga: Forêt de Tsimembo 11.0 km 346 NNW Soatana 21–25.xi.2001 Fisher et al. (27 );
P.N. Ankarafantsika, Ankoririka, 10.6 km 13 NE Tsaramandroso 9–14.iv.2001 Rabeson et al. (100 , 1♀); P.N.
Tsingy de Bemaraha, 2.5 km 62 ENE Bekopaka 11–15.xi.2001 Fisher et al. (4 , 2♂); Prov. Toliara:
Andohahela, 7.ii.1993 E. Hajeriarison (MCZ) (1 , 1♂); Cap Sainte Marie, 12.3 km 262 W Marovato
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