
shining, with dorsum faintly striolate. Parapsidal furrows distinct to vestigial or absent; notauli
denoted by a central groove, or, absent. Axillae separated by width of at least one axilla to narrow-
ly separated (i.e., less than width of one axilla).

WING: Wing veins predominantly depigmented (though wing membrane itself may have a
smoky tinge), with distal segments reduced to vestigial lines; vein m–cu absent; vein cu–a absent.

PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle lateral and situated within anterior sector of petio-
lar node. Node (viewed in profile) highly variable, being either conical, with vertex tapered or
rounded, or, evenly tumular to roundly conical, to tumular, inclined posteriad, with vertex also
tapered posteriad; appearance of node also variable, from shining and smooth to completely sha-
greenate; ratio of greatest node breadth (viewed from front) to greatest node width (viewed in pro-
file) between 4:3 and 3:4. Anteroventral petiolar process absent or vestigial. Height ratio of petiole
to postpetiole between 4:3 and 1:1; height–length ratio of postpetiole between 7:3 and 1:1; postpeti-
ole shining, with vestigial sculpture, or, shining and smooth anteriad, micropuncate posteriad.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of well-spaced, semi-erect setae, or, consist-
ing of a mixture of incurved, semi-erect setae and slightly shorter decumbent setae.

GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color yellowish-brown to chocolate, legs paler in some specimens.
MALE MEASUREMENTS: HML 1.50–2.36; HL 0.39–0.60; HW 0.38–0.72; CeI 88–120; SL

0.12–0.24; SI 28–44; PW 0.43–0.78 (n=63).
REMARKS.— Monomorium termitobium, as it is here understood, is not only the most abundant

Monomorium species on Madagascar, often representing 80–90% of the Monomorium specimens
in a given sample, but one that is almost intractable to taxonomic analysis based purely on morphol-
ogy. What I recognize here is the best that I can currently make of the available material, which
includes hundreds of queens and many males, as well as thousands of workers. While the amount
of CAS material available for study has been daunting, most specimens, unfortunately, have been
taken by bulk sampling methods (especially pitfall trapping and from sifted litter) rather than direct-
ly from colonies. Collection of nest series is vitally important for taxonomically difficult species (or
species complexes) such as this one, to enable the researcher to associate workers with reproduc-
tives. In the case of taxa whose workers are without distinctive physical features (such as many
small Monomorium), such reproductives may provide valuable additional characters as well as
being significant in their own right for a good understanding of the taxonomy of a species.
Undoubtedly, a more definitive diagnosis of M. termitobium will require molecular analysis.

However the species may finally be interpreted, Monomorium termitobium is unquestionably
highly variable in appearance, and the provisional synonyms here include two African forms cur-
rently described as good species. Workers that can be associated together on the basis of shared
morphological features often vary in their color, which ranges from bright yellow to deep choco-
late. In many cases involving brown specimens, or specimens with a yellow mesosoma and a brown
head, the antenna has a brown scape and a yellow funiculus. In workers with light colored foreparts
the gaster can be completely yellow, infuscated to varying degrees, or completely black. The
clypeal carinae can be strongly defined and parallel or subparallel, weakly defined or completely
lacking, the anteromedian sector of the clypeus in the latter being somewhat bulging in appearance
(as in M. micrommaton). The anteromedian clypeal margin is mostly emarginate in workers with
strongly defined clypeal carinae and in a few bicolored workers with dark heads, but without
strongly defined clypeal carinae, and straight or convex in the others. The promesonotum, viewed
in profile, ranges from roundly convex to quite straight. The propodeum, also viewed in profile,
may be rounded, roughly square or elongate. The petiolar node is most commonly broadly conical
and tending to circular in cross-section, but may be narrowly cuneate or low, conical and tapered.
Pilosity varies, the number of pairs of erect promesonotal setae ranging from three, e.g., brown and
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