
yellow specimens of ‘binatu’ from Toliara Province, to seven or more (the additional setae often
being simply shorter and appressed rather than actually absent in the less ‘shaggy’ forms). Clinal
patterns of color and morphology may exist but are difficult to anatomize, in view of the over-
whelming number of specimens that have to be considered (around half-a-dozen packed drawers of
pinned specimens, and much wet material besides).

This array of diverse forms has a few worker characters that separate them from similar but
more easily recognized species. The mandible always has four teeth, and the basal tooth is usually
about the same size as or slightly smaller than the preceding tooth, rarely being reduced to a minute
denticle (unlike M. flavimembra). The diameter of the eye is between one and one-and-a-half times
the greatest width of the antennal scape and has 10 or more ommatidia in all except a tiny handful
of specimens with a brownish cast to their head capsules (distinguishing workers of this species
from those of M. micrommaton). Commonly, there is a peripheral ring of ommatidia with a central
row of two or three ommatidia, but two or more rows may be present. Workers with a light-colored
head and mesosoma and dark gaster always have narrowly separated and well-defined clypeal cari-
nae, setting them apart from M. lepidum.

The material I have examined clusters around about half-a-dozen forms, which I consider most
likely to constitute good species if a future revision involving molecular analysis should indicate
that M. termitobium is a complex. As far as I can see, however, the characters that distinguish clus-
ters of these specimens are not fixed for the entire gene pool, and intermediate forms occur. The
most salient morphotypes are:

Monomorium termitobium sensu stricto. Workers conforming closely to the lectotype are bright
lemon yellow to a dusky brownish-yellow, often without any gastral infuscation whatever. In some
populations the sides of the first gastral tergite have black markings, which may give the gaster a
bimaculate appearance in dorsal view (Monomorium termitobium form ‘exchao’), or the entire
gaster may be a pale, shiny brown, almost iridescent in some lights. Several long series from
Antsiranana are light brown with very pale, depigmented tibiae and tarsi. The head of pale ‘termi-
tobium’ is often of darker hue than the mesosoma in dorsal view. The clypeal carinae are highly
variable in form, being well-defined in some individuals and completely absent in others. The
promesonotum, in profile, varies from broadly convex to rather flattened. Standing setae number at
least four pairs, often more. The infrahumeral setae are usually well-developed and longer than half
the length of the humeral setae, but can be shorter, tending to appressed. The petiolar node is con-
ical and well-rounded, and the preceding peduncle is short and sculptured just before the node.
Overall size is very variable, from about 1.3mm to at least 2 mm (i.e., HML 1.00–1.65mm). This
form is dispersed throughout the island.

The queen is pale orange or yellow with a brownish gaster (rarely, variegated light brown and
orange) and hairy in appearance, with many semi-erect and decumbent setae on the frons and
promesonotum. The first gastral tergite may have two small, pale, oval areas near its base. The
mesosoma is relatively small in relation to the head and seen to be laterally compressed when
viewed dorsally. The male is usually of a light brown and conspicuously hairy. The wings are
always brown, and densely covered with small setae. The wing veins are relatively well-developed
and sector Rs of the radial vein and the cross-vein connecting it to the pterostigma may have a sil-
very sheen.

Monomorium termitobium form ‘imerinense’. Workers are more streamlined in appearance
than the former morphotype, and typically light- to yellowish-brown with a darker head and gaster.
They can, however, be yellow, though the head usually has a brownish tint. The clypeal carinae are
usually distinct, but weak, and the head capsule in full-face view has decidedly convex sides. Also
included under this head are very many series of mainly much smaller, brown to chocolate work-
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