
MESOSOMA: Mesoscutum broadly convex; pronotum and mesoscutum shining and mainly
smooth, vestigial striolae, if present, confined to lower anterior mesopleuron; parapsidal furrows
distinct; notauli absent; axillae separated by width of at least one axilla.

WING: Wing veins predominantly depigmented, with distal segments reduced to vestigial lines;
vein m–cu absent; vein cu–a absent.

PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle lateral and situated within anterior sector of petio-
lar node; node (viewed in profile) conical, vertex rounded; appearance of node shining and smooth;
ratio of greatest node breadth (viewed from front) to greatest node width (viewed in profile) about
1:1; anteroventral petiolar process absent or vestigial; height ratio of petiole to postpetiole between
4:3 and 1:1; height–length ratio of postpetiole between 2:1 and 3:2; postpetiole shining, with ves-
tigial sculpture.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of a mixture of incurved, semi-erect setae and
slightly shorter decumbent setae.

GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color chocolate.
MALE MEASUREMENTS: HML 1.63–1.86 HL 0.49–0.54 HW 0.47–0.53 CeI 94–102 SL 0.15–0.18

SI 31–35 PW 0.45–0.65 (n=10).
REMARKS.— This fairly large (worker HML 1.21–1.63 mm), handsome species is readily rec-

ognized, principally through its three-toothed mandible and high, vertically attenuate petiolar node.
The postpetiole is also high and somewhat compressed, resembling that of M. platynodis. The dif-
ferent color pattern and the shape of the clypeus distinguish it from that species. The body color of
workers varies from a light brownish-orange with darker gaster to uniform blackish-red, and in
many workers the propodeum in dorsal view is distinctly darker than the promesonotum. In lighter
colored workers the brown antennal scapes are always slightly to distinctly darker than the head
capsule. The anteromedian clypeal margin is broadly depressed, as in other members of the M. flav-
imembra complex. The queen and male are equally distinctive, with three strong teeth on each
mandible. The occipital angles in queens and males are produced to form a small lobe or sharp
angle, which is best seen in dorsal view. The wings of reproductives are pale and the veins are weak,
becoming obsolete distally.

Monomorium versicolor is distributed throughout Madagascar, with most collections coming
from southern and western regions. Like many other Malagasy Monomorium this species prefers a
wood substrate for its nests, while individual workers have been collected by such means as beat-
ing of low vegetation and sifting of litter. Monomorium versicolor does not appear to be limited by
habitat, being found in a diverse number of vegetation communities including spiny forest, dry trop-
ical forest, montane rainforest and gallery forest.

Monomorium xuthosoma Heterick, sp. nov.
Figs. 25, 69.

ETYMOLOGY.— Greek ‘xouthos’ (yellowish-brown) + ‘soma’ (neut. ‘body’)
MATERIAL EXAMINED.— HOLOTYPE: , Prov. Toliara, Tsimanampetsotsa, 6.7 km 130 SE Efoetse,

24º06′S, 43º46′E 25 m, 18–22.iii.2002 B.L. Fisher et al. BLF 6160/sifted litter, spiny forest/thicket/CASENT
0020507 6160(17) (CAS). PARATYPES: Prov. Toliara (all specimens with same collection data as holotype):
3 (ANIC); 2 , 1♀ (BMNH); 2 (CAS); 2 , 1♀ (MCZ).

OTHER MATERIAL EXAMINED: Prov. Toliara: Forêt Tsinjoriaka [‘Tsinjoriaky’], 6.2 km 84 E Tsifota
6–10.iii.2002 Fisher et al. (19 , 1♀); Ifaly, 17.ix.1993  W. E. Steiner & R. Andriamasimanana (2 ) (MCZ);
Mahafaly [‘Mahafely’] Plateau 6.2 km 74 ENE Itampolo, 21–25.ii.2002, Fisher et al. (18 ); Madarano
[‘Manderano’], 10.iv.2002, Frontier Project MG030 (1 ); Ranobe, Frontier Project 5–28.i.2003, MGFO54
(2 ); Ranobe, Frontier Project 25–28.iv.2003, MGFO64 (2 ); Res. Berenty, 10.ii.1993 P. S. Ward (1 )
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