
MESOSOMA: Anterior mesoscutum smoothly rounded, thereafter more-or-less flattened; prono-
tum, mesoscutum and mesopleuron shining and mainly smooth, vestigial striolae, if present, con-
fined to anterior katepisternum; length–width ratio of mesoscutum and scutellum combined about
2:1; axillae separated by width of at least one axilla to narrowly separated (i.e., less than width of
one axilla); standing pronotal/mesoscutal setae consisting of well-spaced, incurved, erect and semi-
erect setae only; appressed pronotal, mescoscutal and mesopleural setulae very sparse or absent.
Propodeum shining and smooth, with a few weak striolae on metapleuron; propodeum always
smoothly rounded; propodeal dorsum convex; standing propodeal setae consisting of up to a dozen
or more longer erect and shorter sub-erect setae; appressed propodeal setulae very sparse or absent;
propodeal spiracle nearer metanotal groove than declivitous face of propodeum; propodeal lobes
present as well-developed, rounded flanges.

WING: Wing not seen (queen dealated).
PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle lateral and situated within anterior sector of petio-

lar node; node (viewed in profile) cuneate, vertex tapered; appearance of node shining and weakly
striolate posteriad; ratio of greatest node breadth (viewed from front) to greatest node width
(viewed in profile) between 4:3 and 1:1; anteroventral petiolar process absent or vestigial; height
ratio of petiole to postpetiole between 4:3 and 1:1; height–length ratio of postpetiole between 3:2
and 1:1; postpetiole shining and weakly striolate posteriad; postpetiolar sternite without anterior lip
or carina, or this structure vestigial.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of well-spaced, erect and semi-erect setae
interspersed with a few appressed setulae.

GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color foreparts dark yellowish-brown, gaster and antennal scape
brown. Brachypterous alates not seen. Ergatoid or worker-female intercastes not seen.

QUEEN MEASUREMENTS: HML 2.27–2.43 HL 0.63–0.66 HW 0.58–0.61 CeI 91–95 SL 0.49–0.52
SI 83–86 PW 0.50–0.54 (n=9).

REMARKS.— Monomorium xuthosoma strongly resembles M. termitobium form ‘binatu’ but
can be distinguished from that form by its larger propodeal spiracle, the slightly different shape of
the propodeum, its higher postpetiole and the pilosity of the promesonotum (at least four prominent
pairs of erect setae present, including the infrahumeral pair). The queen is similar in form to that of
‘binatu’, but the frons is markedly longitudinally striolate. The male is unknown. This unobtrusive
member of the M. rhopalocerum complex is confined to Toliara province, where almost all speci-
mens seen have come from the southwestern corner. One slightly aberrant worker (MCZ) was taken
from Berenty Reserve, in the south-east. The species appears to be confined to spiny forest, where
individuals have been taken from sifted litter and members of a colony were found in a rotten log.

THE HANNELI-GROUP

Monomorium hanneli Forel
Figs. 26, 70–71.

Monomorium hanneli Forel, 1907a:18. Holotype , KENYA: Mto-ya-Kifaru (Katona) (MHNG) [examined].
Monomorium moestum Santschi, 1914a:74, fig. 7. Syntype (lectotype here designated), KENYA: Naivasha

(NHMB) [examined].
M. (Notomyrmex) moestum Emery, 1922:170. Syn. under M. hanneli Bolton, 1987: 426.
Monomorium valtinum Bolton, 1987:428. Holotype , KENYA: Kilifi District, (MHNG) [examined]. syn. nov.

MATERIAL EXAMINED.— M. hanneli: HOLOTYPE: , Kenya, Mto-ya-Kifaru (Katona) (MHNG). This
worker was designated a ‘holotype’ by Bolton (1987), and since the length is given as a single measurement,
it seems clear no other specimens were examined. Holotype status based on monotypy (Code 73.1.2) is here
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