
(viewed from front) to greatest node width (viewed in profile) between 3:2 and 1:1; anteroventral
petiolar process absent or vestigial; height ratio of petiole to postpetiole about 4:3; height–length
ratio of postpetiole between 3:2 and 4:3; postpetiole shining and smooth; postpetiolar sternite
depressed at about its center, with anterior process developed as a short, conspicuous spur angled
at 45–90º, or, not depressed, its anterior end an inconspicuous lip or small carina.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of a mixture of incurved, erect and semi-erect
setae and slightly shorter decumbent setae.

GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color yellow-orange, gaster may have brownish tint. Brachypterous
alates not seen. Ergatoid or worker-female intercastes not seen.

QUEEN MEASUREMENTS: HML 1.40–1.71 HL 0.47–0.57 HW 0.41–0.48 CeI 84–89 SL 0.34–0.41
SI 80–85 PW 0.31–0.44 (n=20).

MALE DESCRIPTION.— HEAD: (In full-face view) head width–mesosoma width ratio between
1:1 and 3:4; frons finely micropunctate. Compound eyes protuberant and elliptical; margin of com-
pound eye clearly separated from posterior margin of clypeus. Ocelli not turreted. Ratio of length
of first funicular segment of antenna to second funicular segment between 2:3 and 1:2. Maximum
number of mandibular teeth and denticles two.

MESOSOMA: Mesoscutum broadly convex; a few vestigial striolae on dorsum of mesoscutum,
otherwise smooth and shining; parapsidal furrows vestigial or absent; notauli absent; axillae sepa-
rated by width of at least one axilla.

WING: Wing veins with vein M indistinct distally, otherwise tubular and sclerotised; vein m–cu
absent; vein cu–a present.

PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle lateral and situated within anterior sector of petio-
lar node; node (viewed in profile) cuneate, vertex tapered, or, conical, vertex tapered; appearance
of node shining and smooth; ratio of greatest node breadth (viewed from front) to greatest node
width (viewed in profile) between 3:2 and 4:3, or, between 4:3 and 1:1; anteroventral petiolar
process absent or vestigial; height ratio of petiole to postpetiole between 4:3 and 1:1; height–length
ratio of postpetiole about 3:2; postpetiole shining and smooth.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of well-spaced, semi-erect setae.
GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color brown, head darker, appendages light brown.
MALE MEASUREMENTS: HML 1.34–1.61 HL 0.44–0.48 HW 0.39–0.44 CeI 88–98 SL 0.11–0.13

SI 28–31 PW 0.44–0.52 (n=11).
REMARKS.— Monomorium hanneli is distinctive throughout its range, being the only member

of its species group in Madagascar. The main variation is a pale worker morphotype that has been
found in most of the major collection localities, usually in the same transects, as the normal, dark-
er morphotype. Since it has occasionally been collected in the same pitfall trap or in a pitfall trap
adjacent to one in which the darker morphotype has been captured, it may conceivably occur with-
in the same nests. This, however, cannot be established with certainty, as only one CAS nest series
of just eight workers of this small species is known. The normal worker is usually yellow-orange
to tawny orange, with a distinct metanotal groove and angulate propodeum. Well-spaced, erect setae
are the usual pilosity pattern on the gaster and the antennal scape, the latter also possessing decum-
bent setae. The pale yellow or orange form has a much more rounded mesosoma profile, almost
crescentic, with a less angulate propodeum. The head in profile is rather fuller than the normal mor-
photype, which, together with the rounded mesosoma, gives the ant somewhat of a bloated appear-
ance. The gastral setae are abundant and decumbent, the setae on the scape decumbent or appressed.
The appearance is reminiscent of a larger M. chnodes. Whatever the reason for these differences,
the pale workers are not simply tenerals, since their morphology differs from that of other workers.
Queens of the pale morphotype also exist, and the same differences in pilosity noted above are the
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