
of a mixture of incurved, semi-erect setae and slightly shorter decumbent setae; appressed prono-
tal, mescoscutal and mesopleural setulae few, mainly on sides of pronotum and mesopleuron.
Propodeum shining, dorsum and sides of propodeum mainly smooth, with weak to strong striolae
on declivitous face and on metapleuron; propodeum distinctly angulate, propodeal angle sharp, or,
distinctly angulate, propodeal angles produced as short denticles; propodeal dorsum flat throughout
most of its length, or, sloping posteriad, and depressed between raised propodeal angles; standing
propodeal setae consisting of a few decumbent setae only; appressed propodeal setulae very sparse
or absent; propodeal spiracle equidistant from metanotal groove and declivitous face of propodeum;
propodeal lobes present as well-developed, rounded flanges, or, present as vestigial flanges only, or
absent.

WING: Wing not seen (queens dealated).
PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle laterodorsal and situated slightly anteriad of petio-

lar node; node (viewed in profile) cuneate, vertex tapered; appearance of node shining, with vestig-
ial sculpture; ratio of greatest node breadth (viewed from front) to greatest node width (viewed in
profile) between 4:3 and 1:1; anteroventral petiolar process absent or vestigial; height ratio of peti-
ole to postpetiole between 4:3 and 1:1; height–length ratio of postpetiole between 4:3 and 1:1; post-
petiole shining and smooth; postpetiolar sternite depressed at about its center, with anterior process
developed as a short, conspicuous spur angled at 45–90.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of a mixture of incurved, erect and semi-erect
setae and slightly shorter decumbent setae.

GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color tawny-orange. Brachypterous alates not seen. Ergatoid or work-
er-female intercastes seen.

QUEEN MEASUREMENTS: HML 2.70–3.16 HL 0.85–0.96 HW 0.77–0.88 CeI 91–98 SL 0.62–0.74
SI 78–88 PW 0.68–0.85 (n=2).

REMARKS.— The taxonomic position of M. adiastolon is rather unsatisfactory, as it has more
of the appearance of a hybrid between two other taxonomically difficult taxa (namely, M. fisheri
and M. hildebrandti) than of a good species in its own right. I have tentatively identified two mor-
photypes or forms of this species. Workers from Manongarivo, in Antsiranana Province, have rela-
tively large eyes (15 ommatidia >) for M. hildebrandti group workers, and a broad, asymmetrical
petiolar node that is longitudinally striolate and similar in appearance to the node of a distinctive
coastal population of M. hildebrandti. This form has been collected on the same transect as an
apparently monomorphic, finely sculptured, small-eyed form of M. fisheri. The two ants are visibly
distinct taxa. The other form has been collected at Befingotra, in a more eastern region of the
Province, where it is adjacent to or sympatric with a population of a different morphotype of M.
fisheri. In the latter form, the workers are extremely smooth and shiny and the promesonotum is
flattened and protrudes laterally at the humeri. Nonetheless, the Befingotra adiastolon and fisheri
workers are much more similar than their counterparts at Manongarivo. At Befingotra M. adias-
tolon also has a striolate node, but this structure is thinner and more like that of the local M. fish-
eri, and the brown coloration, though not the rounded promesonotum, is also similar. The eye, in
this population of M. adiastolon, is smaller and nearer to that of typical M. fisheri belonging to the
shiny morphotype. Several samples of the queen of M. adiastolon and one ergatoid are known.
Queens from Befingotra are of a somewhat smaller average size than M. fisheri queens, but other-
wise there is no physical difference between the two taxa. All known workers and queens of M. adi-
astolon have a maximum of four mandibular teeth and denticles, whereas at least some members of
all the M. fisheri morphotypes have five or more, but as this character is variable and the amount
of available M. adiastolon material is very limited, this fact signifies little.

For the moment, M. adiastolon can be separated from M. hildebrandti and M. fisheri by the
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