
PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Anteroventral petiolar process present as a thin flange tapering pos-
teriad to absent or vestigial; ventral petiolar lobe absent; height ratio of petiole to postpetiole
between 4:3 and 1:1; height–length ratio of postpetiole about 1:1; postpetiole strongly rugose; post-
petiolar sternite not depressed at midpoint, its anterior end an inconspicuous lip or small carina.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of well-spaced, erect and semi-erect setae
interspersed with a few appressed setulae.

GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color head, gaster and appendages yellow, mesosoma reddish-orange.
Worker caste monomorphic.

HOLOTYPE MEASUREMENTS: HML 3.61 HL 1.12 HW 1.02 CeI 91 SL 1.02 SI 100 PW 0.75.
OTHER WORKER MEASUREMENTS: HML 3.52–3.90 HL 1.10–1.20 HW 1.00–1.09 CeI 89–93 SL

1.02–1.07 SI 98–103 PW 0.74–0.82 (n=13).
REMARKS.— Monomorium aureorugosum is one of two very large members of the M. hilde-

brandti group with a restricted range in far north-eastern Madagascar. This ant, along with M. infus-
cum, is known only from a small number of workers. Because their ranges overlap, and they are
clearly closely related, it is tempting to combine the two forms. However, they appear to represent
distinct species, not only because there exist no examples of intermediate color, but because there
are subtle but consistent differences in the morphometrics pertaining to the antennal scape (i.e., the
SL for M. aureorugosum is 1.02–1.10mm, while that for M. infuscum is 0.86–1.00mm, and their
respective SI’s are 98–103 and 92–99).

Monomorium aureorugosum is known from Antsiranana and Toamasina provinces, where it
appears to be confined to rainforest. A nest series has been collected from soil below tree roots by
researchers from MCZ. Individual workers have been taken from sifted leaf litter, and in pitfall,
Winkler and yellow pan traps.

Monomorium cryptobium Santschi
Figs. 29, 75–76.

Syllophopsis cryptobia Santschi, 1921b: 119, fig. 2 ( ). Holotype: , DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO

(NHMB) [examined].
Monomorium cryptobium Bolton, 1987: 421.

MATERIAL EXAMINED.— HOLOTYPE: , Congo, La Moult (NHMB – Reg. No. 202). In his publication
Santschi indicates he examined just the one worker. The label does not mention that it is a type, but the details
on the labels are consistent with type status, as is the fact that the specimen lacks a left antennal funiculus. The
funiculus of the left antenna is mounted between two cover slips that are held on a separate pin. The identifi-
cation label on this pin mentions that the funiculus comes from a type specimen.

OTHER MATERIAL EXAMINED: Prov. Antsiranana: Nosy Be, Rés. Lokobe, 6.3 km 112 ESE Hellville
19–24.iii.2001 Fisher et al. (5 , 2♀); Résérve Spéciale Ambre, 3.6 km 235 SW Sakaramy 20–26.i.2001 Fisher
et al. (3 ); Résérve Spéciale Ambre, 3.5 km 235 SW Sakaramy 26–31.i.2001 Fisher et al. (7 ); R.S.
Manongarivo, 12.8 km 228 SW Antanambao 11.x.1998 B.L. Fisher (18 , 10♀); R. S. Manongarivo, 14.5 km
220 SW Antanambao 20.x.1998 B.L. Fisher (14 , 2♀); R. S. Manongarivo, 10.8 km 229 SW Antanambao
8.xi.1998 B.L. Fisher (12 , 4♀). Prov. Mahajanga: P.N. Ankarafantsika, Ampijoroa, 5.4 km 331 NW
Andranofasika 30.iii.2001 Rabeson et al. (61 , 20♀); P.N. Tsingy de Bemaraha, 10.6 km 123 ENE Bekopaka
16–20.xi.2001 Fisher et al. (14 ). Prov. Toliara: Cap Sainte Marie, 14.9 km 261 W Marovato 13–19.ii.2002
Fisher et al. (8 ); Forêt Mahavelo, Isantoria Riv., 5.5 km 37 NE Ifotaka 31.i.2002 Fisher et al. (1 , 1♀); Forêt
de Petriky, 12.5 km W 272 Tolagnaro 22.xi.1998 B.L. Fisher (1♀).

WORKER DESCRIPTION.— HEAD: Head rectangular; vertex planar or weakly concave; frons
shining and smooth except for piliferous pits; pilosity of frons a mixture of incurved, semi-erect
setae and slightly shorter decumbent setae. Eye minute, eyes consisting of one or two ommatidia
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