
and mesopleuron. Propodeum shining and smooth, with a few distinct striolae on metapleuron;
propodeum distinctly angulate, propodeal angles produced as short denticles; propodeal dorsum
slightly elevated anteriad and sloping away posteriad, propodeal angles not raised, or, sloping pos-
teriad, and depressed between raised propodeal angles; standing propodeal setae consisting of one
pair of prominent setae anteriad, with a few smaller, erect to decumbent setae on and around dor-
sal and declivitous faces; appressed propodeal setulae very sparse or absent; propodeal spiracle
nearer declivitous face of propodeum than metanotal groove; propodeal lobes present as well-devel-
oped, rounded flanges.

WING: Wing veins tubular and strongly sclerotised; vein m–cu present as an entire vein enclos-
ing first discoidal cell; vein cu–a present.

PETIOLE AND POSTPETIOLE: Petiolar spiracle lateral and situated well anteriad of petiolar node;
node (viewed in profile) conical, vertex tapered; appearance of node shining, with vestigial sculp-
ture; ratio of greatest node breadth (viewed from front) to greatest node width (viewed in profile)
about 4:3; anteroventral petiolar process absent or vestigial; height ratio of petiole to postpetiole
between 4:3 and 1:1; height–length ratio of postpetiole between 3:2 and 4:3; postpetiole shining,
with vestigial sculpture; postpetiolar sternite depressed at about its center, with anterior process
developed as a short, conspicuous spur angled at 45–90.

GASTER: Pilosity of first gastral tergite consisting of a mixture of incurved, erect and semi-erect
setae and slightly shorter decumbent setae.

GENERAL CHARACTERS: Color head light brown, mesosoma and gaster brownish-yellow, legs
pale. Brachypterous alates not seen. Ergatoid or worker-female intercastes not seen.

QUEEN MEASUREMENTS: HML 1.27–1.40 HL 0.36–0.40 HW 0.33–0.36 CeI 88–92 SL 0.30–0.33
SI 86–94 PW 0.29–0.33 (n=20).

REMARKS.— Monomorium cryptobium was first described as Syllophopsis cryptobium by
Santschi (1921), but the genus Syllophopsis was reduced to a synonym of Monomorium by Bolton
(1987). Along with M. hildebrandti, this species is the most abundant of the M. hildebrandti group
Monomorium in Madagascar. Monomorium cryptobium is one of three Malagasy members of this
group in which the compound eye of the worker is reduced to one or two ommatidia. Workers can
be separated from those of M. sechellense by their unsculptured mesopleuron, and from M. modes-
tum by the distinctly angulate nature of the propodeum when seen in profile and by their generally
smaller size (HW 0.33–0.36mm compared with 0.36–0.41mm).

Monomorium cryptobium is one of the few west and central African species to be found in
Madagascar, whose Monomorium fauna is much more representative of eastern and southern
Africa. As well as the holotype, I have inspected samples of M. cryptobium from these tropical
African regions and they are identical with the Malagasy material. Despite its abundance and the
presence of many of the small M. cryptobium queens among the CAS material, the male is
unknown, and does not appear to have been collected by CAS teams (nearly all of the unassigned
males in the CAS Collection clearly belong to members of the M. monomorium group). In fact,
males of all the M. hildebrandti group species are very rare in the CAS collection. Possibly this is
because they are not only cryptic, but their release during nuptial flights (assuming these occur) is
very infrequent and of short duration. Monomorium cryptobium is widespread throughout all the
forest habitats sampled by the B. Fisher team. Most specimens have been taken from sifted litter.
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